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Pompeo: Taliban ‘overreached’ in attack that killed American 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pom¬ 
peo said Sunday that Tal¬ 
iban “overreached” with 
their car bomb attack in 
a diplomatic area near 
the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, 
killing an American soldier 
— and that led President 
Donald Trump to pull back 
from planned Afghanistan 
peace talks at Camp Da¬ 
vid. 

Pompeo said it was now up 
to the Taliban to “change 
their behavior.” America’s 
top diplomat isn’t saying 
whether or when peace 
talks would resume. 

He said he hopes the in¬ 
surgents “will recommit to 
the things that we’ve been 
talking to them about for 
months.” 

In the end, Pompeo said, 
“this will be resolved 
through a series of conver¬ 
sations. I hope the Taliban 
will agree to meet with the 
Afghan government.” 

Continued on Page 2 



An Army carry team moves a transfer case containing the remains of Sgt. 1st Class Elis Barreto Ortiz, 34, from Morovis, Puerto Rico, 
past Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019, at Dover Air Force Base, Del. 

Associated Press 
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Pompeo: Taliban ‘overreached’ in attack that killed American 



Continued from Front 

Trump tweeted on Satur¬ 
day night that he had can¬ 
celed a secret meeting, 
planned for Sunday at the 
presidential retreat in Mary¬ 
land, with Taliban and Af¬ 
ghan leaders, and called 
off talks with the insurgent 
group. He cited the Thurs¬ 
day attack. 

Pompeo, who was booked 
on five Sunday news shows, 
said the United States and 
the Taliban were close to a 
deal. 

“And then the Taliban 
failed to live up to a series 
of commitments that they 
had made, and when that 
happened President Trump 
said. I'm not going to take 
that deal. I’m not going to 
work with someone that 
can't deliver on their com¬ 
mitments.'" 

He said Trump “broke it off,” 
because he did not want 
to “reward that behavior,” 
referring to Thursday’s at¬ 
tack. The secretary of state 
said Trump “broke it off” be¬ 
cause he did not want to 
“reward that behavior,” re¬ 
ferring to Thursday’s attack. 
Pompeo acknowledged 
that the attack was not 
the first during the period 
in which peace talks have 
been held. He also said the 
U.S. has been attacking the 
Taliban throughout this pe¬ 
riod. 

Pompeo said more than 
1,000 Taliban have been 
killed in battle over the past 
10 days alone. 

The Taliban on Sunday said 
that Trump's abrupt deci¬ 
sion to cancel the meet 
with the group's leaders 
on a “finalized” deal to 
end America’s longest war 
would “damage the cred¬ 
ibility” of the U.S., but they 
believe the U.S. will return 
to negotiations. 

“Both sides were prepar¬ 
ing for the announcement 
and signing of the agree¬ 
ment," the insurgent group 
said in a statement, saying 
they had been invited in 
late August but wanted to 
wait until the deal’s sign¬ 
ing. Now, “we will continue 
the ongoing jihad (against 
foreign occupation) and 
we firmly believe in the ulti¬ 
mate victory.” 

Trump's move puzzled ob¬ 


servers, who pointed out 
that both the Taliban and 
U.S. and Afghan forces 
have increased fighting in 
recent months to strength¬ 
en their position in the talks. 
Civilians have suffered 
more than anyone in what 
was the world’s deadliest 
war in 2018. 

Trump’s announcement 
Saturday evening was sur¬ 
prising because it would 
mean that the president 
was ready to host mem¬ 
bers of the Taliban just days 
before the anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 
More than 2,400 U.S. troops 
have been killed since the 
U.S. invaded Afghanistan 
to go after the Taliban, 
which were harboring al- 
Qaida leaders responsible 
for 9/11. 

Canceling the talks also 
goes against Trump's 
pledge to withdraw the 
remaining 13,000 to 14,000 
U.S. troops from Afghani¬ 
stan and end U.S. involve¬ 
ment in a conflict that is 
closing in on 18 years. 
Zalmay Khalilzad, the 
Trump administration's 
peace envoy in talks with 
Taliban leaders for months, 
said less than a week ago 
that a deal had been 
reached “in principle” with 
the group and that it only 
needed Trump’s approval. 
The president, however, 
came under increased 
pressure from the Afghan 
government and some U.S. 
lawmakers who mistrust the 
Taliban and think it’s too 


early to withdraw Ameri¬ 
can forces. “Unbeknownst 
to almost everyone, the 
major Taliban leaders and, 
separately, the President of 
Afghanistan, were going to 
secretly meet with me at 
Camp David on Sunday,” 
Trump tweeted. 

“They were coming to the 
United States tonight. Un¬ 
fortunately, in order to build 
false leverage, they admit¬ 
ted to an attack in Kabul 
that killed one of our great 
great soldiers, and 11 other 
people. I immediately can¬ 
celled the meeting and 
called off peace negotia¬ 
tions,” he wrote. 

On Thursday, a Taliban car 
bomb exploded and killed 
an American soldier, a Ro¬ 
manian service member 
and 10 civilians in a busy 
diplomatic area near the 
U.S. Embassy in Kabul. The 
bombing was one of many 
attacks by the Taliban in re¬ 
cent days. Sgt. 1st Class Elis 
A. Barreto Ortiz, 34, was the 
fourth U.S. service member 
killed in the past two weeks 
in Afghanistan. 

“What kind of people 
would kill so many in order 
to seemingly strengthen 
their bargaining position? 
They didn’t, they only made 
it worse!" Trump tweeted. 
“If they cannot agree to a 
ceasefire during these very 
important peace talks, and 
would even kill 12 innocent 
people, then they prob¬ 
ably don’t have the power 
to negotiate a meaningful 
agreement anyway. How 


many more decades are 
they willing to fight?” 

It remains unclear if the 
U.S.-Taliban talks are over 
or only paused. Trump said 
he called off the peace ne¬ 
gotiations after the bomb¬ 
ing, but Khalilzad, the U.S. 
envoy negotiating with the 
Taliban, was meeting with 
leaders of the insurgent 
group in Doha, Qatar, on 
both Thursday and Friday. 
The Afghan government, 
sidelined from the negotia¬ 
tions, seemed hesitant to 
directly respond to Trump's 
announcement, say¬ 
ing simply that “we have 
always said that a real 
peace will come when the 
Taliban stop killing Afghans 
and implement a ceasefire 
and start direct negotia¬ 
tions with the Afghan gov¬ 


ernment” on the country’s 
future — talks that were 
meant to quickly follow a 
U.S.-Taliban deal. 

The Taliban's new state¬ 
ment said those talks had 
been meant to start on 
Sept. 23, five days before 
Afghanistan’s presidential 
election. 

Afghan presidential 

spokesman Sediq Sediqqi 
confirmed that Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani had 
wanted to go to Washing¬ 
ton to speak with Trump 
about his concerns “but 
I am not able to go into 
the details of the particular 
trip.” The details of the U.S.- 
Taliban deal that had been 
shown to Ghani last week 
“were not convincing,” 
Sediqqi said. “Let's see the 
future.”□ 
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Housing aid for Puerto Rican evacuees close to running out 


By CHRIS EHRMANN 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — In 

the months after Hurricane 
Maria destroyed her home 
in Puerto Rico, Ashley Gon¬ 
zales moved to Connecti¬ 
cut, where federal and 
state aid helped her and 
her longtime partner avoid 
homelessness. 

But aid at both levels has 
just about dried up, leaving 
Gonzales and many like 
her wondering what they 
are going to do next. 
Connecticut, which saw 
over 13,000 people arrive 
from the U.S. Caribbean 
territory after the hurricane 
hit in September 2017, was 
unique in providing almost 
a million dollars in aid to 
help families after the Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency's support ran 
out last year. 

The supplementary state 
aid fund, overseen by the 
Connecticut Coalition to 
End Homelessness, drew 
upon $600,000 in state 
money allocated by the 
state legislature and more 
than $338,000 provided by 
private donors. Nearly all of 
it has been spent, adminis¬ 
trators said. 

“The funding given was vi¬ 
tal for me and allowed me 
not to become homeless,” 
Gonzales said in Spanish, 
adding neither she nor her 
partner want to go back to 
Puerto Rico. 

Over 1,200 people in Con¬ 
necticut have been helped 
through the multi-organiza¬ 
tional response to the hur¬ 
ricane, said Richard Cho, 
executive director of the 
coalition. But he said more 
needs to be done as fami¬ 
lies continue relocating 


amid a political and eco¬ 
nomic crisis in Puerto Rico. 
“I think Connecticut may 
be one of the only states 
though that kind of picked 
up the ball where FEMA left 
off,” Cho said. “(It was) re¬ 
ally unique to mobilize a 
number of partners, bring 
together government and 
the private sector and the 
nonprofit sector to develop 
a state-specific response.” 
Some have questioned the 
need for the aid money. 
State Sen. Rob Thompson, 
a Republican who voted 
against legislation allocat¬ 
ing money to the organiza¬ 
tions, said he had concerns 
about how to ensure the 
money was spent appro¬ 
priately. 

The state aid had helped 
with more than rent — it 
was a means of paying car 
repairs, and other expenses 
that pile on top of the cost 
of housing. Gonzales and 
her partner worry about 
their situation in the future 
because both are disabled 
and don't speak English. 
Lydia Velez-Herrera, who 
has been working as an 
intermediary between the 
coalition and the Puerto 
Rican families receiving 
funding, said “a lot of peo¬ 
ple are just trying to survive 
and avoid that eviction.” 
Gonzales volunteers with 
Velez-Herrera’s organiza¬ 
tion. 

“Some people are just 
holding off eviction for two 
or three months," Velez- 
Herrera said. 

Brenda Viera moved to 
Connecticut from Puer¬ 
to Rico with her partner 
Johnny Maldonado be¬ 
cause of the environment 
and increasing instabil¬ 


ity on the island, coupled 
with the resignation of 
Governor Ricky Rossello in 
early August. She thanked 
Velez-Herrera for helping 
because the aid got them 
into a one-bedroom apart¬ 
ment in Hartford, making it 
easier for them to find jobs. 
“We would be hungry right 
now, we see people that 
are homeless,” Viera said 
in Spanish, “without this 
money ... we would be in 
the same circumstances, 
we would be walking in 
their shoes. We can say we 
can get up early and go to 
work.’O 



In this Aug. 2, 2019 photo, Ashlyn Gonzales, right, and her 
longtime partner Emanuel Rivera pose outside their condo in 
Portland, Conn. 

Associated Press 
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Nevada, SC, Kansas GOP drop presidential nomination votes 



In a Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2016 file photo, then-Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 
speaks in Charlotte, N.C. 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 

Republican leaders in Ne¬ 
vada, South Carolina and 
Kansas have voted to scrap 
their presidential nominat¬ 
ing contests in 2020, erect¬ 
ing more hurdles for the 
long-shot candidates chal¬ 
lenging President Donald 
Trump. 

“What is Donald Trump 
afraid of?" asked one of 
those rivals, former Massa¬ 
chusetts Gov. Bill Weld. 
Canceling primaries, cau¬ 
cuses and other voting is 
not unusual for the party of 
the White House incumbent 
seeking a second term. Do¬ 
ing so allows Trump to try to 
consolidate his support as 
Democrats work to winnow 
their large field of candi¬ 
dates. 

A spokesman for fhe South 
Carolina Republican Party, 
Joe Jackson, confirmed 
that the state party voted 
Saturday against holding 
a presidential primary next 
year. A similar move fol¬ 
lowed in Nevada, where 
party spokesman Keith 
Schipper said, “The vote 
to opt out of fhe caucus 


has passed. We will vote to 
endorse and bind the del¬ 
egates to the President at 
a later date.” 

In Kansas, the state GOP 
tweeted on Friday that it 
will not organize a caucus 
“because President Trump 
is an elected incumbent 
from fhe Republican Par¬ 
ty." Its state committee 


planned to approve rules 
for an “internal party pro¬ 
cess” for selecting conven¬ 
tion delegates, according 
to Kelly Arnold, the party’s 
former state chairman, and 
Helen Van Etten, a mem¬ 
ber of the Republican Na¬ 
tional Committee. 
Challengers have emerged 
to Trump, including Weld 


Associated Press 

and Joe Walsh , a former 
Illinois congressman. Others 
may join them. 

Weld, in a statement, said 
voting is “the ultimate right 
of speech in America, and 
Trump's machine in South 
Carolina has just told the 
people of South Carolina 
that they don't need to 
be heard. Donald Trump 
wants to be treated as a 
monarch, but we rejected 
that idea 200 years ago.” 
Walsh told CNN after the 
South Carolina vote that 
his campaign would “fight 
South Carolina and any 
other state that considers 
doing this." He also noted 
that Trump complained 
during the 2016 election 
“about how the Demo¬ 
crats were rigging the sys¬ 
tem to get Hillary (Clinton) 
elected. Well, look what 
he’s doing now. You talk 
about rigging a system.” 
Primary challenges to in¬ 
cumbents are rarely suc¬ 
cessful, and Trump's poll 
numbers among Repub¬ 
lican voters have proved 
resilient. Nonetheless, 
Trump aides are looking 
to prevent a repeat of the 
convention discord that 
highlighted the electoral 
weaknesses of Presidents 
George H.W. Bush and Jim¬ 
my Carter in their failed re- 
election campaigns. 

“As the chairman of the 
Nevada Republican Party, 
my job is to ensure not only 
President Trump's victory in 


Nevada, but also to elect 
more Republicans down 
the ballot,” state party 
Chairman Michael J. Mc¬ 
Donald said. “It would be 
malpractice on my part to 
waste money on a caucus 
to come to the inevitable 
conclusion that President 
Trump will be getting all our 
delegates in Charlotte. I 
am excited that our central 
committee has agreed with 
this proposal and voted to 
give us a way to bypass the 
caucus process."Since last 
year, Trump’s campaign 
has worked to monitor and 
at times control the process 
by which delegates to next 
year’s Republican National 
Convention in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, are select¬ 
ed. His campaign wants 
the convention to be a 
four-night “infomercial" 
for Trump by sidelining the 
president’s detractors with¬ 
in the party. 

The effort is an acknowl¬ 
edgment that Trump hasn’t 
completely cemented his 
grip on the GOP and might 
not coast to the nomina¬ 
tion without some opposi¬ 
tion. To that end, the cam¬ 
paign has worked over the 
past year to scuttle any 
attempts at a Trump chal¬ 
lenge by party dissidents, 
mindful fhat a serious pri¬ 
mary opponent could 
weaken Trump heading 
into the general election. 

In January, the Republican 
National Committee voted 
to express its “undivided 
support” for Trump and his 
“effective presidency." 

In years past, both Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats have 
cut state nominating con¬ 
tests when an incumbent 
president from their party 
ran for a second term. In 
1984, South Carolina GOP 
leaders opted to call off 
their primary as President 
Ronald Reagan sought a 
second term. In 2004, the 
GOP again canceled the 
state's primary with lead¬ 
ers deciding instead to en¬ 
dorse President George W. 
Bush’s reelection bid. 

The South Carolina Demo¬ 
cratic Party didn’t hold 
presidential primaries in 
1996 or in 2012, when 
Presidents Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama were their 
incumbents. □ 
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Search warrants served in 
California boat fire investigation 


SANTA BARBARA, Calif. 
(AP) — Authorities served 
search warrants Sunday 
at the Southern California 
company that owned the 
scuba diving boat that 
caught fire and killed 34 
people last week. 

Agents with the FBI, the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac¬ 
co, Firearms and Explo¬ 
sives and other agencies 
searched Truth Aquatics’ 
offices in Santa Barbara 
and the company’s two re¬ 
maining boats, Santa Bar¬ 
bara County sheriff’s Lt. Erik 
Raney said. 

The warrants served short¬ 
ly after 9 a.m. are part of 
the ongoing investigation 
into the tragedy to deter¬ 
mine whether any crimes 
were committed, he said. 
The office was ringed in 
red “crime scene” tape as 
more than a dozen agents 
took photos and carried 
out boxes. 

Thirty-four people died 
when the Conception 
burned and sank before 
dawn on Sept. 2. They were 
sleeping in a cramped 
bunkroom below the main 
deck and their escape 
routes were blocked by fire. 
The bodies of all but one 
victim have been recov¬ 
ered. The search for the 
final body was suspended 
this weekend because of 
strong winds and rough 
seas, Raney said. 

“The dive teams are going 
to get together Monday 
to develop a plan. We're 
hoping they're back in the 
water on Tuesday,” he said 
Sunday. 

For a judge to approve 
warrants, law enforcement 
must spell out the probabil¬ 
ity a crime was committed. 
Raney declined to com¬ 


ment on what evidence 
was disclosed to obtain the 
warrants, saying only that 
they are “a pretty stan¬ 
dard” part of the investiga¬ 
tion to determine whether 
crimes occurred. 

Coast Guard records show 
the Conception passed its 
two most recent inspec¬ 
tions with no safety viola¬ 
tions. Previous customers 
said Truth Aquatics and the 
captains of its three boats 
were very safety conscious. 
Authorities are focused on 
determining the cause of 
the fire and are looking at 
many things, including how 
batteries and electronics 
were stored and charged. 
They will also look into 
how the crew was trained 
and what crewmembers 
were doing at the time of 
the fire. The boat’s design 
will also come under scru¬ 
tiny, particularly whether a 
bunkroom escape hatch 
was adequate. 

Five crew members jumped 
overboard after trying to 
rescue the 33 scuba div¬ 
ers and one crew member 
whose escape routes were 
blocked by fire, federal 
authorities and the boat’s 
owner said. The crew, in¬ 
cluding the captain, said 
they were driven back by 
flames, smoke and heat. 
They jumped from the 
bridge area to the main 
deck — one breaking a 
leg in the effort — and tried 
to get through the double 
doors of the galley, which 
were on fire. 

That cut off both escape 
routes from the sleeping 
quarters: a stairway and an 
escape hatch that exited 
in the galley area. The crew 
then tried, but failed, to get 
into windows at the front of 


the vessel. 

Truth Aquatics pre-emp¬ 
tively filed a lawsuit Thurs¬ 
day under a pre-Civil War 
provision of maritime law 
that could protect it from 
potentially costly payouts 
to families of the dead, 
a move condemned by 
some observers as disre¬ 
spectful and callous.Q 


Federal agents walk past a memorial for the victims of the 
Conception dive boat fire on the Santa Barbara Harbor in Santa 
Barbara, Calif. Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Purdue Pharma says settlement talks in opioid cases not over 



In this Friday, Aug. 17, 2018, file photo, Christine Gagnon of Southington, Conn., protests with 
other family and friends who have lost loved ones to OxyContin and opioid overdoses at Purdue 
Pharma LLP headquarters in Stamford, Conn. Gagnon lost her son Michael 13 months earlier. 

Associated Press 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 

OxyContin maker Purdue 
Pharma and lawyers repre¬ 
senting local governments 
both said Sunday that 
they're interested in con¬ 
tinuing negotiations to set¬ 
tle lawsuits over the toll of 
the opioid crisis a day after 
two state attorneys gen¬ 
eral told colleagues that 
their talks with the compa¬ 
ny were at an impasse and 
that they expected the 
company to file imminently 
for bankruptcy. 

The statements add an¬ 
other layer of uncertainty 
to attempts to strike a deal 
with a company that's por¬ 
trayed as a prime villain in 
the national opioid crisis. 

In a statement, the com¬ 
pany said, “negotiations 
continue and we remain 
dedicated to a resolution 
that genuinely advances 
the public interest.” 

The company said it is pre¬ 
pared to defend itself in 
litigation, but that “Purdue 
Pharma believes a settle¬ 
ment that benefits the 
American public now is a 
far better path than years 
of wasteful litigation and 
appeals.” 

A company spokeswoman 
declined to answer further 
questions about whether 
and with whom any ne¬ 


gotiations are now taking 
place. Earlier in the day, 
Paul Hanly, a lead lawyer 
for the group of local gov¬ 
ernments, unions, hospitals 
and others suing the drug 
industry in federal court, 
said in a statement that 
any breakdown in talks 
didn’t represent his group 
of clients. 

Those plaintiffs, he said, 
“will continue to explore 


resolution of our clients’ 
claims against Purdue and 
the Sacklers, whether with 
or without the states and 
within or without bankrupt¬ 
cy court.” 

A bankruptcy filing, if it 
happens, could change 
the landscape instantly for 
a complicated series of 
lawsuits. 

“It seems that there will be 
little money for plaintiffs, if 
Purdue takes bankruptcy 
and the Sacklers are not 
kicking in any money for 
settlement,” said Carl To¬ 
bias, a professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Richmond School 
of Law. 

Nearly every state and 
about 2,000 local govern¬ 
ments have sued com¬ 
panies in the drug indus¬ 
try over the toll of opioids. 


which have been linked to 
more than 400,000 deaths 
in the U.S. over the last two 
decades. 

The suits cast Stamford, 
Connecticut-based Pur¬ 
due as a particular villain, 
saying the company’s mar¬ 
keting of its drugs down¬ 
played addiction risks and 
led to more widespread 
opioid prescribing, even 
though only a sliver of the 
opioid painkillers sold in the 
U.S. were its products. 

On Saturday, two state at¬ 
torneys general leading 
settlement negotiations 
with the company — Ten¬ 
nessee Republican Herbert 
Slatery and North Caro¬ 
lina Democrat Josh Stein — 
sent an email to their col¬ 
leagues saying talks were 
at an impasse and that 


they “expect Purdue to file 
for bankruptcy protection 
imminently.” A representa¬ 
tive for the family declined 
to comment on the email, 
which was obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

Purdue has said for months 
that it wants to reach a 
deal that would settle all 
state and local govern¬ 
ment claims against it, but 
it also has threatened to file 
for bankruptcy protection. 
Bankruptcy would mark a 
major shift in the multidis¬ 
trict litigation being over¬ 
seen by a federal judge in 
Cleveland. 

It would likely take Pur¬ 
due out of the first federal 
trial over the opioid crisis, 
scheduled to start Oct. 21. 
If the company opts for 
bankruptcy, a judge would 
have a lot of say over how 
to divide Purdue’s assets. 
The value of the private 
company, already rela¬ 
tively low, could continue 
dropping, leaving little to 
split among thousands of 
plaintiffs. The company 
also could go out of busi¬ 
ness. That's a big change 
from settlement propos¬ 
als that would have kept 
the company operating in 
some form. 

Under one proposal, gov¬ 
ernments could have seen 
$10 billion to $12 billion over 
time, including at least $3 
billion from the Sacklers as 
part of a deal that would 
have Purdue into a “struc¬ 
tured bankruptcy.” 
Pennsylvania Attorney 
General Josh Shapiro, who 
has been part of the nego¬ 
tiations, said the attorneys 
general did not believe 
the deal would have been 
worth that much. □ 
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Georgia: Search on 
for 4 missing after 
cargo ship overturned 


ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Ga. 
(AP) — Rescuers scoured 
the Georgia coast on 
Sunday for four missing 
crew members of a cargo 
ship that overturned and 
caught fire, but the efforts 
ran into trouble amid the 
flames and instability of the 
ship, the U.S. Coast Guard 
said. 

The Golden Ray cargo 
ship’s problems began ear¬ 
ly Sunday morning when it 
listed heavily and rolled on 
its side in St. Simons Sound 
near the Port of Brunswick 
with 23 crew members and 
one pilot on board. 

Coast Guard Capt. John 
Reed said 20 were safely 
evacuated from fhe ship 
before rescuers deter¬ 
mined the situation, as 
smoke and flames ap¬ 
peared, was foo risky fo go 
further inside the vessel. The 
vessel was just offshore in 
view of beachgoers on the 
shoreline. 

Reed said rescue teams 
Sunday were trying to sta¬ 
bilize the 656-foot vehicle 
carrier to continue their 
search for the missing crew, 
but they have been un¬ 
able to determine if the fire 
has been extinguished. The 
Coast Guard tweeted later 
Sunday afternoon that one 
of its groups, called the At¬ 
lantic Strike Team, was pre¬ 
paring to depart to the site 
to assess what it called a 
complex situation. 

“Once salvage profession¬ 
als have determined the 
vessel to be stable, we will 
identify the best option to 
continue our rescue ef¬ 
forts for the four crew re¬ 
members who remain on 
board,” Reed said at a 
news conference Sunday 
affernoon. 

Search and rescue opera¬ 
tions involve federal, state 
and local agencies. Coast 
Guard Lt. Lloyd Heflin said 


rescuers remained on the 
scene. 

“They continue to do what 
they can. It is a complex 
situation. We’re looking not 
just for the safety to be able 
to rescue the people that 
are on board, but also to 
be able to provide safety 
for our crew. It’s ongoing,” 
he said. 

The Coast Guard said it 
was notified by a 911 call 
af about 2 a.m. Sunday 
of a capsized vessel in the 
sound. 

The cause of the incident 
remains under investiga¬ 
tion. Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Ryan Dickinson said if isn’t 
clear if weather conditions 
caused the ship to lurch. 
Hurricane Dorian brushed 
past the Georgia coast last 
week before being down¬ 
graded to a post-tropical 
cyclone. 

The Coast Guard said the 
overturned ship hasn’t 
released any pollutants 
so far, but mitigation re¬ 
sponses are ready in case 
they're needed. 

The Golden Ray, which the 
Coast Guard said was trans¬ 
porting cars, is flagged out 
of the Marshall Islands and 
was headed to Baltimore, 
according to the website 
vesselfinder.com. The ship's 
registered owner is a South 
Korean company. 

The Port of Brunswick is 
currently closed to vessel 
traffic, with an established 
emergency safety zone in 
St. Simons Sound. Vessels 
are not authorized within 
a half mile of the Golden 
Ray. 

The port is one of the busi¬ 
est U.S. seaports for ship¬ 
ping automobiles. Nearly 
614,000 vehicles and heavy 
machinery units moved 
across its docks in the 2019 
fiscal year that ended June 
30, according to the Geor¬ 
gia Ports Authority .□ 
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Coast Guard crews and port partners respond to an overturned 
cargo vessel with a fire on board Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in St. 
Simons Sound, Ga. 

Associated Press 
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Dorian lashes east Canada at hurricane force most of Sunday 



A toppled building crane is draped over a new construction project after Hurricane Dorian swept 
through the area in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019. 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The storm 
that already walloped the 
Virgin Islands, Bahamas 
and North Carolina lashed 
at far-eastern Canada with 
hurricane-force winds for 
much of Sunday, knocking 
out power to hundreds of 
thousands of people be¬ 
fore beginning to weaken 
late in the day. 

Dorian hit near the city of 
Halifax Saturday afternoon, 
ripping roofs off apartment 
buildings, toppling a huge 
construction crane and up¬ 
rooting trees. 

There were no reported 
deaths in Canada, though 
the storm was blamed for 
at least 50 elsewhere along 
its path. 

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center said the post-tropi¬ 
cal cyclone was centered 
about 65 miles (100 kilome¬ 
ters) west-southwest of St. 
Anthony, Newfoundland, 
in late afternoon Sunday. 
Its top sustained winds 
had slipped to 65 mph 
(100 kph), below the 74 
mph threshold of hurricane 
force. It was heading to the 
northeast, roughly up the 


St. Lawrence River, at 23 
mph (37 kph). 

The track was taking take 
the storm near or over 
northwestern Newfound¬ 
land or eastern Labrador 
and then out over the North 
Atlantic by evening. 

Nova Scotia officials asked 


people in the province to 
stay off the roads so crews 
could safety remove trees 
and debris and restore 
power. 

The government said up to 
700 Canadian troops would 
be fanning out across the 
Maritimes to help restore 


Associated Press 

electricity, clear roadways 
and evacuate residents in 
flooded areas 
Nova Scotia Power Inc. 
chief executive Karen Hutt 
said over 400,000 Nova 
Scotia Power customers lost 
power at the peak of the 
storm and 50,000 had since 


been restored. About 80% 
of Nova Scotia’s homes 
and businesses were 
blacked out — the highest 
in the company’s history. 
Hutt said some customers 
could remain without ser¬ 
vice for days. 

On Prince Edward Island, 
about 75% of homes and 
businesses had no electric¬ 
ity by Sunday afternoon, 
according to the prov¬ 
ince's Public Safety Depart¬ 
ment. 

Widespread blackouts af¬ 
fecting up to 80,000 NB 
Power customers were re¬ 
ported in southern New 
Brunswick. 

By far the greatest devas¬ 
tation caused by the storm 
was in the Bahamas, where 
Dorian struck a week ago 
as a Category 5 hurricane 
with 185 mph (295 kph) 
winds, and then hovered 
just offshore for more than 
a day and a half, obliterat¬ 
ing thousands of homes. 
Planes, cruise ships and 
yachts were evacuating 
people from the Abaco 
Islands and officials were 
trying to reach areas still 
isolated by flooding and 
debris.Q 


Charity boat rescues 50 African migrants in sea off Libya 



Migrants are seen waving after being found some 14 nautical 
miles from the coast of Libya in Mediterranean Sea, Sunday, 
Sept. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 

By RENATA BRITO KING (AP) — Humanitarian 

Associated Press groups SOS Mediterranee 

ABOARD THE OCEAN VI- and Doctors Without Bor¬ 


ders rescued 50 migrants 
on Sunday from a rubber 
dinghy off Libya’s coast 
and brought them aboard 
their charity ship. Ocean 
Viking. An AP journalist 
aboard the Norwegian- 
flagged Ocean Viking 
witnessed the rescue of a 
pregnant woman, 12 mi¬ 
nors and 37 men, all from 
sub-Saharan Africa. It hap¬ 
pened about 14 nautical 
miles (16 statute miles) 
from Libya. 

Libyan authorities, respon¬ 
sible for search and rescue 
in that area of the Medi¬ 
terranean, didn’t answer 


multiple contact attempts 
by Ocean Viking. 

A European Union plane 
from Operation Sophia 
overflew Ocean Viking, 
the dinghy and the fish¬ 
ing boat multiple times 
shortly before the people 
were rescued. In Greece, 
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit- 
sotakis has criticized Turk¬ 
ish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan for a statement 
he made last week about 
opening the gates for Syr¬ 
ian refugees to massively 
migrate into Europe. Mitso- 
takis said at a news confer¬ 
ence in the northern Greek 


city of Thessaloniki that 
Erdogan can't “threaten" 
Greece and the European 
Union by trying to wrest 
more money to deal with 
mass migration, adding 
that the bloc has already 
provided Turkey with 6 bil¬ 
lion euros in aid. Mitsotakis 
also criticized EU countries 
for not doing their part to 
accept refugees, espe¬ 
cially unaccompanied 
children, saying that if they 
couldn’t show solidarity 
with fellow EU members, 
they should leave the 
Schengen area of free 
peoples’ movementO 
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Ex-UK minister says Johnson 
not trying to get a Brexit deal 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A senior 
minister who quit British 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son's Cabinet said Sun¬ 
day that the government 
is making little or no effort 
to secure a Brexit agree¬ 
ment with the European 
Union, despite Johnson's 
insistence that he wants a 
deal. 

Amber Rudd said “there 
is no evidence of a deal. 
There are no formal nego¬ 
tiations taking place." 
“What we know is that An¬ 
gela Merkel and the EU 
have said, ‘give us your 
proposal,’ and we have 
not given them a propos¬ 
al,” she told the BBC. 
Treasury chief Sajid Javid 
insisted that the govern¬ 
ment was “straining every 
sinew to get a deal” and 
had sent British negotiator 
David Frost to Brussels for 
talks. The EU, however, says 
Britain has not produced 
any concrete new ideas. 
Rudd’s resignation as work 
and pensions secretary 
late Saturday is the latest 
blow to the embattled Brit¬ 
ish prime minister. 

Johnson says Britain must 
leave the EU as scheduled 
Oct. 31 even if there is no 
divorce agreement with 
the bloc. But his plan is 
meeting fierce resistance, 
including from some mem¬ 
bers of his own party. 

Last week Johnson kicked 
21 lawmakers out of the 
Conservative group in Par¬ 
liament after they sided 
with the opposition to pass 
a law designed to prevent 
a no-deal Brexit. Those ex¬ 


pelled included the lon¬ 
gest-serving Conservative 
in Parliament, Ken Clarke, 
and Nicholas Soames, 
grandson of World War 
II Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill. 

Rudd called the expulsions 
“an assault on decency 
and democracy.” 

“The Conservative Party 
should be a moderate par¬ 
ty that embraces people 
with different views of the 
EU,” she said. “If we be¬ 
come a party which has no 
place for moderates like I 
am, center-right conserva¬ 
tives, then we will not win.” 
Johnson is seeking a snap 
election on Oct. 15 as a 
way to break the deadlock 
over Brexit, but lawmakers 
last week rejected his call 
for an early poll. 

He is due to try again Mon¬ 
day, but opposition parties 
say they will veto that at¬ 
tempt, too. They want to 
postpone an election until 
Britain has secured a delay 
to the Oct. 31 Brexit dead¬ 
line, removing the risk the 
U.K. could crash out with¬ 
out a deal. 

Opposition Labour Party 
finance spokesman John 
McDonnell said “we're in 
a situation where no-one 
can trust while (Johnson) is 
in place what could hap¬ 
pen." 

“We don't believe that we 
can pin him down and I 
don’t trust him an inch, and 
I don’t think anyone does,” 
McDonnell told the BBC. 
Most economists say a no¬ 
deal Brexit would severely 
disrupt trade with the EU 
and plunge the U.K. into re¬ 
cession. 
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Johnson said this week he 
would rather be “dead in 
a ditch” than seek a post¬ 
ponement, leaving gov¬ 
ernment and Parliament 
at odds — with no obvious 
solution. 

Johnson's options — all of 
them extreme — include 
disobeying the law, which 
could land him in court or 
even prison, and resigning. 
Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab said Sunday that the 
government would obey 
the law, but would also 
“test very carefully what it 
does and doesn't require.” 
“It's been a rough week, 
but the reality is the prime 
minister is sticking to his 
guns on what he said to 
get us out of this rut that 
we’re in,” he said.Q 


This Sept. 4, 2019 photo shows Work and Pensions Secretary 
Amber Rudd in London. 

Associated Press 
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U.N. atomic official in Iran as it runs advanced centrifuges 



Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, right, and 
Acting Director-General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, IAEA, Cornel Feruta shake hands for media prior to 
their meeting in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NASSER KARIMI and JON 
GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
defended Sunday its deci¬ 
sion to use advanced cen¬ 
trifuges prohibited by its un¬ 
raveling 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers as a visit¬ 
ing top official of the United 
Nations atomic watchdog 
urged Tehran to offer “time 
and active cooperation" 
with his inspectors. 

The visit and careful com¬ 
ments by Cornel Feruta, 
the acting director-general 
of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, show the 
pressure his organization 
is now under as Iran steps 
further away from the deal 
the IAEA is meant to moni¬ 
tor. 

Also Sunday, a top U.S. 
Treasury official visiting Abu 
Dhabi insisted that Iran’s 
oil exports “have taken 
a serious nosedive” after 
President Donald Trump 
withdrew America from the 
accord and imposed sanc¬ 
tions on its energy industry. 
Her comments came as 
Iran acknowledged its oil 
tanker pursued by the U.S. 
had “docked on the shores 
of the Mediterranean 
Sea” after satellite pictures 
showed it off the coast of 
Syria, despite a pledge by 
Tehran it wouldn’t go there 
after being seized. 

Iran has already crept past 
limits the deal imposed on 
nuclear enrichment and its 
uranium stockpile. It is trying 
to pressure Europe to find a 
way to sell crude oil abroad 
despite U.S. sanctions. 


Meanwhile, mysterious at¬ 
tacks on oil tankers near 
the Strait of Hormuz, Iran 
shooting down a U.S. mili¬ 
tary surveillance drone and 
other incidents across the 
wider Middle East followed 
Trump’s decision. 

Feruta met with Iranian For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif and Ali Akbar 
Salehi, the head of Iran’s 
nuclear program, while in 
Tehran. 

He is serving as the IAEA's 
acting director after the 
death of late director-gen¬ 


eral Yukiya Amano in July. 
While Iran continues to pull 
away from the deal, Tehran 
has made clear it wants 
IAEA inspectors to continue 
their work. 

But officials blamed Euro¬ 
pean leaders for being un¬ 
able so far to offer a way 
for Iran to sell its crude oil 
around U.S. sanctions. A 
proposal by France to offer 
a $15 billion line of credit 
failed to materialize. China, 
Britain, France, Germany 
and Russia all were parties 
to the accord. 


“There is the issue of the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, which was 
supposed to fill the vacuum 
created after America (left 
the deal) but unfortunately 
they could not act the way 
they had promised,” Salehi 
said. 

He added: “They have put 
us in a complicated and 
critical situation.” 

For his part, Feruta followed 
the same careful pattern of 
the late Amano by trying to 
say as little as he could. 
“We do of course express 
the view that timely and 
active cooperation is very 
important, and also the 
fact that time is very impor¬ 
tant,” he said. 

That mirrored a line in a 
recent IAEA report on 
Iran that suggested Teh¬ 
ran wasn't as forthcoming 
answering questions as it 
hoped. Both the U.S. and 
Israel have been agitating 
the IAEA to look further into 
a warehouse where Israel 
says its spies seized secret 
material from Tehran’s nu¬ 
clear program. 

Speaking on Europe 1 ra¬ 
dio on Sunday, French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian said Iran’s “disen¬ 
gagement” from the deal's 
terms was causing tensions, 
but added “the channels 
of dialogue remain open." 
As Feruta visited Tehran, 
a top U.S. Treasury official 
traveled to the United Arab 
Emirates, where she her¬ 
alded the sanctions the 
Trump administration al¬ 
ready imposed on Iran's oil 
industry. Sigal P. Mandelker, 
the undersecretary for ter¬ 


rorism and financial intelli¬ 
gence at the U.S. Treasury, 
told journalists in Abu Dhabi 
the sanctions cut deeply 
into Iran’s government rev¬ 
enues, without offering spe¬ 
cifics, and new warnings 
had been issued to those 
who would purposefully 
or mistakenly buy Iranian 
crude oil. 

“There's . no question that 
Iranian oil sales have taken 
a serious nosedive,” she 
said. 

However, she acknowl¬ 
edged that the Iranian 
oil tanker Adrian Darya-1, 
which Gibraltar seized in 
July and later released, 
had in fact made it to Syria. 
Authorities there say Iran 
had promised the ship, 
which carries 2.1 million 
barrels of crude oil worth 
some $130 million, wouldn't 
go to Syria. 

On Sunday, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry Abbas Mousavi 
told state TV that the ship 
had “docked on the shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea,” 
without elaborating. He re¬ 
iterated earlier comments 
by government officials 
that its cargo had been 
sold to an unnamed buyer. 
The state-run IRNA news 
agency separately quoted 
him as saying that the Adri¬ 
an Darya-1 had unloaded 
its cargo. 

“Right now it’s parked right 
outside right outside of Syr¬ 
ia,” Mandelker said. “So it’s 
yet another game of de¬ 
ception that we see them 
engaged in that we think 
the world needs to open its 
eyes to.'O 
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Silence, devastation mark Bahamas 
town; but some are staying 



This Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019 photo provided by UNICEF shows 
damage caused by Hurricane Dorian in Marsh Harbour on Great 
Abaco Island of the Bahamas. 


By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
MARSH HARBOUR, Baha¬ 
mas (AP) — The streets are 
filled with smashed cars, 
snapped power cables, 
shattered trees and deep 
silence. 

At the airport and dock, 
hundreds of people clam¬ 
or for seats on airplanes 
and berths on ships arriv¬ 
ing with aid and departing 
with people who lost their 
homes when deadly Hurri¬ 
cane Dorian struck the Ba¬ 
hamas. 

Nearly a week after disas¬ 
ter roared in from the sea, 
the rest of Marsh Harbour 
on Abaco island felt empty 
Saturday. A hot wind whis¬ 
tled through stands of de¬ 
capitated pine trees and 
homes that collapsed dur¬ 
ing the most powerful hur¬ 
ricane in the northwestern 
Bahamas’ recorded history. 
Rescue teams were still try¬ 
ing to reach some Baha¬ 
mian communities isolated 
by floodwaters and debris 
after the disaster that killed 
at least 44 people, most of 
them on Abaco Island. 

The U.S. Coast Guard said 
it has rescued a total of 
290 people in the northern 
Bahamas following the hur¬ 
ricane. Six MH-60 Jayhawk 
helicopters and nine cut¬ 
ters are helping in the aid 
effort, the Coast Guard 
said. 

With so much air traffic, Ba- 
hamaian officials banned 
non-aid flights over Grand 
Bahama and Abaco Is¬ 
lands. The National Emer¬ 
gency Management 
agency also threatened 
to revoke flight permission 
from any pilots charging 
fees to evacuate people 
from the islands. 
Meanwhile, the United 
Nations said eight tons of 
food supplies were on the 
way by ship. Some 14,700 


ready-to-eat meals as well 
as logistical and telecom¬ 
munications equipment 
are being delivered, said 
Herve Verhoosel, spokes¬ 
man for the U.N. World 
Food Program. 

“The needs remain enor¬ 
mous," Verhoosel said. 

No official figures were 
available, but much of the 
population of Marsh Har¬ 
bour, home to most of the 
roughly 20,000 residents of 
Abaco, seemed to have 
already left. Many were 
staying with relatives in the 
capital, Nassau, others with 
family in Florida and other 
parts of the United States. 

In Marsh Harbour’s Murphy 
Town neighborhood, on a 
hill overlooking the azure 
sea, Jackson Blatch and 
his son-in-law were already 
rebuilding. In a blazing mid¬ 
day sun they stripped dam¬ 
aged shingles from Blotch's 
roofs and tossed them into 
his truck, parked below the 
eaves of a home he built 
by hand. Like a few other 
Abaco residents, Blatch is 
staying on an island pulver¬ 
ized by nature. 

“Everybody says, ‘Leave.’ 
Leave and go where?” 
Blatch asked. “My plan is to 
rebuild this island. I have a 
lot to offer.” 

Unlike almost every other 
home on Abaco, Blotch's 
house had little damage. 
He is a builder who prides 
himself on quality work. 
When mixing concrete, he 
never skimps, always pre¬ 
cisely blending the recom¬ 
mended amounts of ce¬ 
ment, sand and gravel for 
floors, columns and ceil¬ 
ings. 

When he poured his walls 
and floors, he laced them 
thick with rebar, construct¬ 
ing a powerful skeleton 
that resisted the storm. 
Instead of using the man¬ 
ufacturer-provided clips 


on his hurricane shutters, 
he used long screws on as 
many as possible to fix the 
shutters tight to the window 
frame. 

When Dorian hit, it only 
managed to rip away the 
shutters with store-bought 
clips, and a few sections of 
shingles, leaving some of 
the Blatch family's posses¬ 
sions wet but the structure 
and furnishings intact. 

So Blatch has power from 
a generator, drinking wa¬ 
ter, food and the help of his 
son-in-law, 25-year-old Mo¬ 
ses Monestine. 

“I don't have a mortgage. 
I don’t want to go to Nas¬ 
sau," he said. “I don’t want 
to go to the United States. 
I don’t want to depend on 
anyone.” 

Abacoans, as island resi¬ 
dents are known, describe 
themselves as a self-suffi¬ 
cient and resourceful, used 
to making their living from 
the sea. Blocks and even 
entire neighborhoods are 
taken up by extended 
families — a cousin next 
door to a brother next door 
to a sister-in-law, forming in¬ 
stant support networks that 
went into action ahead of 
the storm. Many Abacoans 
work on ships or docks, oth¬ 
ers at the second homes 
that wealthy Americans 
have built throughout the 
long, curving island. 

Brian Russell, 55, is a ma¬ 
rine engineer who has lived 
through three hurricanes 
on sea and many others on 
land. 

In his home in the Dundas 
Town neighborhood, he 
has six months of drinking 
water and four months of 
water for bathing. He has a 
generator, and months of 
food. 

The destruction doesn’t de¬ 
ter him. 

Once the water contami¬ 
nated by the storm is clean. 


Russell said, he can live on 
fishing and gardening. His 
little garden of onion, to¬ 
mato and banana plants 
was destroyed, but he 
plans to replant, and even 
add soursop, mango and 
sugar apple. Others were 
more stuck than deter¬ 
mined. Sterling McKenzie, 
a 67-year-old retired equip- 


Associated Press 

ment operator, is living in 
his sister’s house with other 
relatives whose homes 
were destroyed. They are 
surviving on water and 
food donated by Bahami¬ 
an officials and aid workers 
who pass by daily. 

“We might as well stay here 
and battle it out,” he said. 
“I ain’t got no choice.”□ 
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PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel 's at walking distance . 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 
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AP Explains: Why Mexican Women March Against Gender Violence 



In this March 8, 2019 file photo, Consuelo Salas holds up a pink cross marked with the name of her daughter Vitoria Pamela Salas, 
who was killed in 2017 at age 23, as she calls for justice, in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, following a march. 

Associated Press 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can women are clamor¬ 
ing for greater safety in 
one of the most dangerous 
countries in the world to 
be a female, and vandal¬ 
ism during recent protests 
has prompted widespread 
discussion about how best 
to draw attention to what 
many agree is a pressing is¬ 
sue. 

Hundreds plan to take 
to the streets of Mexico 
City again Sunday to de¬ 
mand justice for women 
who have been killed, kid¬ 
napped and sexually as¬ 
saulted. They will be led by 
family members who have 
lost loved ones. 

They plan kick off the dem¬ 
onstration with an art dis¬ 
play using glitter at the 
base of the Angel of Inde¬ 
pendence statue, followed 
by a silent march carrying 
images of missing women 
and girls. 

Here’s a look at why they 
march: 

HOW SERIOUS IS THE PROB¬ 
LEM? 

The United Nations says 
that four of every 10 Mexi¬ 
can women will experi¬ 
ence sexual violence, such 
as unwanted groping or 
rape, during their lifetimes, 
and that nine women are 
murdered on average ev¬ 
ery day in the country. 

And that's just what can 
be documented, says 
Ramon Ramos, a lawyer 
and former deputy minister 
for public safety in Mexico 
City. 

“Violence against women 
is one of the biggest prob¬ 
lems in Mexico,” says Ra¬ 
mos, who plans to join the 
march Sunday. 

According to the civil orga¬ 
nization Mexicans United 
Against Crime, an estimat¬ 
ed 90% of crimes go unre¬ 
ported in Mexico. Many 
victims see it as a futile ex¬ 
ercise. Solving crime is the 
exception rather than the 
rule in Mexico, with only 
one of every 10 reported 
crimes resulting in jail time. 

HOW HAVE WOMEN REACT¬ 
ED? 

Mexican women are fed 
up, and their anger is in¬ 


creasingly boiling over at 
what they see as impunity 
for rapists and murderers. 

A string of demonstrations 
decrying violence against 
women has taken place 
across the country since 
reports in August that au¬ 
thorities in the capital were 
shrugging off accusations 
that police officers had 
raped two minors. Demon¬ 
strations in the capital be¬ 
came known as the “glit¬ 
ter" protests after women 
doused the Mexico City 
police chief with pink glit¬ 
ter. 

At one protest, dozens of 
women trashed a Mexico 
City bus station, defaced 
the Angel of Indepen¬ 
dence monument with 
spray paint and set a po¬ 
lice station ablaze dur¬ 
ing an August protest. The 
damage to the monument 
angered many people, 
but the protesters argued 
that the vandalism was a 
means to demand action 
for a dire situation, saying 
a little paint is nothing com¬ 
pared to a life destroyed 
by violence. City authori¬ 


ties decided not to press 
charges for destruction of 
public property. 

HOW DO WOMEN FEEL? 

A 2018 government survey 
said 80% of women in Mex¬ 
ico don’t feel safe. Sexual 
harassment and assault is 
so common on public trans¬ 
portation that the Mexico 
City subway reserves two 
cars on every train exclu¬ 
sively for women. 

Experts blame macho at¬ 
titudes about the roles of 
women, combined with 
deterioration in social val¬ 
ues, for the widespread 
violence. 

Activists also say the pro¬ 
cess of reporting a crime is 
often painful, with lengthy 
declarations and hours of 
questioning for the accus¬ 
ers. They say the judicial 
process is plagued by vic¬ 
tim-blaming. Women who 
are sexually assaulted may 
be shamed for having worn 
revealing clothes, while 
dead women are some¬ 
times dismissed as care¬ 
less partyers or girlfriends of 
criminals. 


WHAT HAVE AUTHORITIES 
DONE? 

Mexico has improved its le¬ 
gal framework over recent 
decades to better protect 
women and girls. 

The congress passed a 
constitutional amendment 
this year that allows for pre¬ 
ventive detention for those 
who are accused of do¬ 
mestic violence for a sec¬ 
ond time. 

Sentences for domestic vi¬ 
olence verdicts depend on 
the severity of the injuries. 
For instance, the infliction 
of a bruise or a broken 
bone that takes more than 
15 days, but less than 70 
days, to heal may be pun¬ 
ished with a sentence of 
six months to two years in 
jail, whereas causing life- 
threatening injuries could 
result in up to eight years of 
incarceration. 

Rape carries a minimum 
sentence of six years, re¬ 
gardless of a woman’s per¬ 
ceived chastity. As recently 
as 2002, rape sentences 
varied in length, depend¬ 
ing on a woman's sup¬ 


posed sexual innocence. 
Sentences for molesting 
minors may be extended 
if the abuser was a person 
of confidence, such as a 
teacher or a stepfather. 
Since 2011, murders of 
women that carry tinges of 
gender hate, such as geni¬ 
tal mutilation, come with 
a minimum sentence of 25 
years in prison, compared 
to 20 years for regular ho¬ 
micides. 

WHAT MORE CAN BE DONE? 

Activists would like to see 
more women take stands 
against their abusers. Too 
often, women drop abuse 
complaints against their 
husbands and boyfriends, 
activists say. 

But Ramos says the biggest 
issue is that the laws are not 
often applied. Official com¬ 
placency and ineptitude 
breed widespread infrac¬ 
tions because perpetrators 
don’t fear reprisal, he says. 
“If one doesn’t respect au¬ 
thority, he’s even less likely 
to respect a vulnerable 
person like a woman," Ra¬ 
mos says. □ 
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Rage Silver Aruba: 

Dazzling Jewelry from Europe 



ORANJESTAD — There Is a hip place in Aruba you must visit before returning home. 



Women, Men & Youngsters 

In the Renaissance marketplace store, almost half of the 
100 square meter is actually men’s collection, worth step¬ 
ping inside to check it out. Also for children from five and 
up Rage Silver has a terrific offering that expresses their 
being. For everyone there is a pick and the experienced 
employees will help you find your desire. “The clientele 
is very broad, from children to 65+ we have them buy¬ 
ing. Renaissance Marketplace tends to attract a younger 
crowd due to more non-brands and casual jewelry while 
Palm Beach Plaza offers upscale brands as well", Marny 
explains. 


Reason: here you get bang for the buck, trendy and unique jewelry that is rare to 
find in the USA and something for everyone as in men’s, women’s and children’s 
bling bling. Rage Silver is run by Marny de I’ Isle who handpicks every single item 
you find in the stores of Rage Silver herself. Passion, passion, passion is what this 
store breathes and we guarantee you will fall in love with this gem. 


Rage Silver has two stores: one at the Renaissance Marketplace downtown and 
one at the Palm Beach Plaza Mall. The first was opened 21 years ago with Marny’s 
intention to sell great price point jewelry with a unique collection mainly from Eu¬ 
rope. Her trustworthy name and always surprising collections made her successful 
through all those years. “The core items are from the Rage house brand Collection 
and next to that I selected some really great and out-of-the-box brands. Trendy, 
hip and affordable. We offer awesome gift ideas for e.g. graduations, birthdays, 
and souvenirs or just for yourself." The store is actually really cool and you can find 
pendants, earrings, rings, necklaces, watches and much more. 


Love Story 

The start of the store is actually a love story. “On a business 
trip for my job at that time I spent a few hours in Puerto 
Rico where I bought this silver bracelet for my now hus¬ 
band. It had little ‘kokopellies’ on it and it was the perfect 
gift for him as he was a wake boarder, now kite surfer, 
beach boy type. His friends were so enthusiastic about it 
that he told me: “Why don't we start a silver shop.” With 
a little budget she started off selling rings of Mexican sil¬ 
ver from the house and slowly expanded. Eventually they 
opened the first store together in downtown Oranjestad. 
“Today we got as far as two stores, one at Renaissance 
Marketplace and one at Palm Beach Plaza. We have a 
loyal local clientele as well as repeated visitors buying 
their favorite jewelry here.’O 


Lovely Lines 

Ti Sento is all about Italian flair. The brand is actually from Holland, but totally Italian 
inspired. The items are Sterling Silver and unexpected, mingled, stacked together 
and layered. It is her style - her choice, is what the brand expresses. “Ti Sento 
used to sell high end jewelry and diamonds meaning their expertise is excellent 
and the quality high end, but the prices very affordable. Their stackable rings, 
cute little earrings with changeable charms and layered bracelets are just some 
of the trendy options they have. When you buy this, it will be a hit for a fact." From 
Italy we go to Indonesia to the brand Buddha to Buddha. Marny: “Also a brand 
from Holland, but hand made in Indonesia in Sterling Silver and inspired by spiritual 
vibes. Very cool, bulky fashionable items that make a statement.” Both Tisento and 
Buddha to Buddha are only available at the Renaissance Marketplace store. Uno 
de 50 is from Spain and an instant success brand. She sells it in both stores and peo¬ 
ple cannot get enough of it. “This is fashion, identity, self-expression”, says Marny. 
“It is a brand that rocks with chunky pieces of thick silver-plated design items and 
combined with leather and colored stones. Initially they only made fifty of each 
item, explaining the name of the brand.” By the way, rage Silver wraps the gifts in 
an impressive manner. You feel blessed already by seeing the wrap! 


Renaissance Marketplace 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall 

Monday - Saturday 9.30 am - 8 pm 
Telephone +297-2806226 
ragejewelry@gmail.com 

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 10 pm 
Sundays 5 pm -10 pm 

Telephone +297-5861244 
ragejewelry@gmail.com 
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Netherlands send Dutch Navy Ships to Bahamas for humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief 


NASSAU, BAHAMAS 

— The Kingdom of the 
Netherlands will be 
providing humanitarian aid 
and disaster relief to the 
Bahamas. At this moment 
navy Ships HNLMS Johan 
de Witt and HNLMS Snellius 
are in Saint Martin and 
preparing to extend help 
as soon as possible to the 
island group. 



unit specialized in civil- 
military actions and two 
specialized diving teams. 
HNLMS Snellius is a 
hydrographic utilization 
vessel. The ship features 
advanced sonar 

equipment that can chart 
the seabed. In this way sea 
charts can be made up, 
plus coastal areas can be 
charted. 


The Dutch navy ships 
are already present in 
the Caribbean Area in 
accordance with the 
large humanitarian aid 
and disaster relief exercise 
named Caribbean 

Coast. This exercise is 
now cancelled and 
making place for the real 
emergency assistance, 


after a request for help 
from the Bahamas came 
in, through CDEMA 
(Caribbean Disaster 

Emergency Management 
Agency). 

Both Dutch naval ships 
are in Saint Marten at 
this moment to make the 
logistical preparations for 
the aid operation. The 


ships are expected to 
depart within a few days 
and will be on site on 11th 
of September to provide 
humanitarian aid. The 
actual aid these ships will 
provide is currently being 
coordinated by the Dutch 
Defense and the CDEMA. 
The emergency assistance 
will be financed from 



" Malmok ■ Aruba 

LUXURY VILLAS 


CONDOS 

SALES 


CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFO<j&GOLOCOASTARUBA.COM 

CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLDCOASTARU8A COM 


the budget that Minister 
of Foreign Trade and 
Development Cooperation 
has made available. 

HNLMS Johan de Witt is an 
amphibian transport ship 
which serves as a harbor, 
airport and a storage area 
in one. It has a large deck 
for vehicles and relief goods 
and medical personnel of 
the Land Forces, with an 
interior dock from which 
ships can enter and leave. 
On board there are also 
2 Cougar-helicopters, of 
the Defense Helicopter 
Command, a Marines 
unit with two FRISC boats 
(fast raiding interception 
and special forces craft), 
and four landing vessels, 
members of the military 
engineers unit, a Marine 


Hurricane Dorian has 
had a devastating effect 
on the Bahamas. The 
category 5 hurricane 
has claimed many 
victims and, according 
to the Red Cross, around 
thirteen thousand houses 
have been destroyed or 
severely damaged. The 
first estimates of the World 
Food Program are that 
76.000 people need help. 
Large parts of the islands 
are under water and the 
infrastructure is suffering 
heavily from the situation. 
The population urgently 
needs help. With the 
presence of several naval 
vessels in the Caribbean, 
the Netherlands is well able 
to offer humanitarian aid 
and disaster relief. □ 
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SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 

Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 
a share of $777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 

Registration starts at 6pm. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts f Boskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab ! Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | i.E. Irausquin Olvd #47 
583.5000 | CDsmoaihombra.com 

Pky Responsibly. Wilt www.g«rtthlA;iarHnym«Js.arg if you or hawm ya» Icmw has a gambling problem. 



The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as 
Distinguished Visitors and Emerald Ambassador of 
Aruba. The Distinguished Visitor certificate is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a 
token of appreciation to the guests who visit Aru¬ 
ba 10 years and more consecutively. The Emer¬ 
ald Ambassador certificate is presented to guests 
who visit Aruba 35 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Norman and Jennifer Kors from 
the Netherlands honored as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. Together with them was also Grandma 
Arlene Valery Oehlers who did not forget that she 
was also entitled to receive her infamous Emerald 
Ambassador certificate for coming to Aruba for 
more than 40 years. It was an unforgettable ex¬ 
perience as the whole family came together to 
celebrate with Grandma Arlene. 

This lovely family stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches, beautiful sunsets, 
delicious variety of foods, safety, and Aruba’s 
warm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representatives 
of the Marriott’s Aruba Ocean Club presented 
the certificates to the honorees, handed over 
some presents and also thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-homeO 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


Playa Linda Sates Office: Mon-Fri (Sanv4pm} 
sales^playal incia.com or call (-^207)-586-lQ00 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Happy Island miracles in pictures & words 



ORANJESTAD - Books, they 
can shake your world up¬ 
side down. A good book is 
changing your mood like 
that perfect vacation spot 
that energizes your spirit. 
Take these two together 
and what you get is a va¬ 
cation book, a memory of 
that wonderful, heavenly 
place where you spent 
your valuable leisure time. 
Aruba Today dived into a 
local book store and won¬ 
dered what Aruba books 
blow the visitor’s mind. Syl- 



"nos pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


♦ DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Ta ent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 




Noche Latina 


Every night at 

73apm 3:30pm 9:30pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 


□quid Firework Show 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
j.E + Irausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


13 ® YoufUB 

#paseoherencia 


Circus Night 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday 10am to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to Wpm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfL 1,75/$ 1,00 per hour 


via Wouters, store manager 
at Bruna Book Store, gladly 
helped us out and informed 
us about a small selection 
of Happy Island miracles in 
pictures and words. 

Aruba Point to Point by Fed¬ 
erico Cabello 

“Beautiful pictures of Aru¬ 
ba, this is a perfect cof¬ 
fee table book to dream 
away with”, explains Sylvia. 
The book has 192 full color 
pages and more than 400 
photos in a landscape for¬ 
mat of 9.1 x 6.6 x 1.1 inch¬ 
es. In the words of the au¬ 
thor: “Slipping beyond a 
dynamic tourist industry to 
discover its wild and unde¬ 
veloped beauty. Starting 
at the extreme north of the 
island, at California Light¬ 
house, I travel south along 
pristine beaches of white 
sand and calm, translu¬ 
cent seas, passing hotels, 
sailboats and shipwrecks as 
I go. At the southern tip, it 
is hard not to wish that the 
island would never end. 
Then back up the rocky 
East coast, where time and 
the eternal embrace of 
the waves have opened 
secret bays and stunning 
beaches in the shelter of 
rock walls. From beach 
to beach, point to point, 
cave to cliff to boat to bird, 
Aruba truly is... One Happy 
Island.” 

Bird Wildlife of Aruba Hard¬ 
cover by Greg Peterson 

Popular book that gives an 
overview of Aruba’s birds 
together with descriptions. 
The book contains full page 
photographs of over two 
hundred species of birds 
taken in Aruba's wildlife. A 
checklist, for scientific and 
educational purposes, is at 
the end of the book con¬ 
taining the names of all bird 
species that can be found 
in Aruba. Where possible, 
the status (resident, mi¬ 
grant, and vagrant, intro¬ 
duced) and abundance 



MODERN 
CARIBBEAN jt 
FLAVORS ™ 



(common, fairly common, 
uncommon, scarce, and 
rare) of the particular bird 
species will be added to 
the checklist. 

Modern Caribbean Flavors 
by Helmi Smeulders 

This is the book about the 
contemporary Caribbean 
kitchen with healthy reci¬ 
pes made with fresh and 
local ingredients. With 
recipes for Tropical Qui- 
noa Salad with Mango 
& Pomegranate Seeds, 
Sweet Potato Salad, Goat 
Merguez, Watermelon San¬ 
gria or Plantain Soup, the 
Caribbean vibe enters your 
kitchen, and you feel for 
a bit you are back in the 
tropics again.... 

We Are Aruba by Linda 
Reijnders 

Worldly life tales of island¬ 
ers that come from 76 dif¬ 
ferent countries. This is a 
book that tells the stories 
of immigrants who make 
up for the multicultural so¬ 
ciety that Aruba is. A world 
within an island, a cocktail 
of people. The book is vis¬ 
ibly enriched with a picture 
of each interviewed im¬ 
migrant and an image of 
her/his country as well as a 
map with the country’s lo¬ 
cation. In the back you will 
find a list with all nationali¬ 
ties living in the island and 
their numbers. □ 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to create 
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com 




A blue painted traditional house 


Here in Aruba the majority of the traditional houses are painted yellow but in Curacao they 
are more colorful than us and I went searching why. It is said that a former governor of the is¬ 
land of Curacao who suffered from severe headaches he believed were caused by the sun’s 
brilliant reflections off the white buildings. He mandated that building exteriors be painted 
any color but white. Later it was discoved that the governor was a shareholder in the islands 
only paint store. This nice house is located in Kudawecha here in Aruba. 


What's the best time to photograph 
the Fofoti tree? 



Did you know that the Fofoti tree is a mangrove and it’s not the Divi 
Divi tree as many call it? Last week I got a very good technical ques¬ 
tion: What’s the best time to take a photo of the Fofoti tree? First of all 
the sun must illuminate the tree, so that’s from the sunrise till around 
11am, because between 11am and 2pm, the sun will be on top of the 
tree and this effect will kill the tree’s natural colors and you will not see 
the green leaves but it will come out darker and the colors will fade 
away. I recommend between 9am at 11am. The other option is the 
silhouette shot and that’s after 5:30pm when to sun is on average of 85 
degrees angle till sundown and you will get the silhouette of the tree 
with a nice sun in the back. 


What’s the best color to dress on the beach? 



This is another question I get a lot, how to dress well on the beach or for a photo shoot. White or light colors will go first for woman and two tone for men, like khaki 
shorts and white or light blue shirt. This is very classy but the second option is tropical colors and here you can use like blue or red with flowers as this will pop up 
big in photos. Stamped fitted dresses like the one in the photo is also very nice and sure you will look good on the beach. What happens here goes everywhere. 
So you know where this famous quote came from, right? A bit twisted but it’s so in Aruba. With social media one picture can go viral in seconds and fun photos will 
have more likes and more reach in Instagram and Facebook. In Aruba you can be yourself and go crazy with your photos and the more “likes” you have the more 
you’re promoting our dushi Aruba. 
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SPORTS 




Kevin Harvick celebrates after 
winning the NASCAR Brickyard 
400 auto race at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, Sunday, 
Sept. 8, 2019, in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 

Johnson’s 
playoff 
run ends 
as Harvick 
captures 2nd 
Brickyard 

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Jim¬ 
mie Johnson drove through 
pit road with his rear bum¬ 
per dangling off the back, 
already aware of the 
consequences when he 
parked the car. 

His chance at ending a 
27-month victory drought 
with a record-tying fifth 
Brickyard 400 win gone. 

His quest for a record- 
breaking eighth series put 
on hold. And his distinc¬ 
tion as the only driver to 
make every NASCAR play¬ 
off since it was adopted in 
2004 was history, too. 

An almost flawless run 
Sunday by Kevin Harvick 
ruined any chance John¬ 
son had of executing his 
win-to-get-in strategy, and 
when he hit the wall in the 
second turn with 55 laps to 
go at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway made it official: 
Johnson would miss fhe 
playoff for the first time. 
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Nadal edges Medvedev for 4th U.S. Open title 



Rafael Nadal, of Spain, reacts after defeating Daniil Medvedev, 
of Russia, to win the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

19th Grand Slam title that 
seemed so inevitable for 
Rafael Nadal during the 
first two-plus sets of the 
U.S. Open final suddenly 
seemed in doubt as Daniil 
Medvedev forced it to 
a fifth. What had all the 
makings of a crowning 
morphed into a real con¬ 
test thanks to Medvedev, 
a man a decade younger 
and appearing in his first 
major final. Medvedev 
shifted styles, upped his 
level and received an un¬ 
expected boost from Ar¬ 
thur Ashe Stadium specta¬ 
tors. Truly tested for the only 
time in the tournament, the 
No. 2-seeded Nadal man¬ 
aged to stop Medvedev’s 
surge and hold off his his¬ 
toric comeback bid, pull¬ 
ing out a 7-5, 6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 
6-4 victory in 4 hours, 50 
minutes of highlight-worthy 
action and feature-film- 
worthy drama on Sunday, 
collecting his fourth cham¬ 
pionship at Flushing Mead¬ 
ows. 

Nadal is now within one 
major trophy of Roger Fe- 
derer's record for Grand 
Slam titles won by a man. 
But this one did not come 
easily. Not at all. 

Sure seemed it might, with 
Nadal ahead by two sets 
and a break in the third at 
3-2. But the No. 5-seeded 
Medvedev, a 23-year-old 
from Russia, did not go 
gently into the night. He 
broke right back to 3-all, 
then again to claim that 
set and yet again to end 
the fourth. 

Not since 1949 had a man 
won the U.S. Open final 
after trailing by two sets 
to one. Never before had 
Medvedev won a five-set 
match. Only once before 
had Nadal lost a Grand 
Slam match after taking 
the opening two sets. 

And yet the drama here 
was real. 

Even at the very end — 
or when everyone, save 
Medvedev, perhaps, fig¬ 
ured it was the very end — 
Nadal had trouble closing 
things out. After breaking 
to lead 3-2 in the fifth, in a 
game Medvedev led 40- 
love, Nadal broke again 


and served for the champi¬ 
onship at 5-2. The way this 
back-and-forth tale was 
spun, though, it probably 
was inevitable that Med¬ 
vedev would break there. 
And so he did, because 
Nadal double-faulted on 
break point after he was 
docked a serve for his third 
time violation of the eve¬ 
ning. In the next game, 
Nadal held a pair of match 
points, but Medvedev, of 
course, avoided defeat yet 
another time, erasing one 
of those with a backhand 
winner, the other with a ser¬ 
vice winner. 

With fans screaming, 
“Close it out!” at the en¬ 
suing changeover, Nadal 
once more stepped to the 
baseline to try to serve it 
out, this time at 5-4. Natu¬ 
rally, he was forced to deal 


with another heart-in-throat 
break point, but came up 
with a stinging forehand 
that drew a long forehand 
from Medvedev. 

Two points later, it was over, 
and Nadal was splayed on 
his back on the court, the 
victor at Flushing Meadows 
for the fourth time. 

Add the Spaniard’s haul in 
New York to his 12 titles at 
the French Open, two at 
Wimbledon and one at the 
Australian Open, and the 
20-19 gap between Feder- 
er and Nadal is the closest 
it's been in 15 years. Feder- 
er led 1-0 after his break¬ 
through triumph at the All 
England Club in 2004, and 
he had four by the time 
Nadal got his first at Roland 
Garros in 2005. 

Federer, who lost in the 
quarterfinals at the U.S. 


Open, is 38, while Nadal is 
33 — making him the oldest 
male champion at Flushing 
Meadows since 1970. He’s 
also the first man to win five 
majors after turning 30. 
Nadal says he wants to 
finish his career at No. 1 


in the Grand Slam stand¬ 
ings — ahead of Federer 
and Novak Djokovic, loom¬ 
ing in third place currently 
with 16 — but also insists he 
won't base his happiness 
on how it all shakes out in 
the end. □ 














False start: Browns commit 18 penalties, blasted in opener 



Tennessee Titans tight end Delanie Walker (82) scores a touchdown during the second half in an 
NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in Cleveland. 
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By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — The 

Browns' highly anticipated 
opener turned into one gi¬ 
ant, yellow flag. 

Talk about a false start. 

The Browns were called for 
18 penalties — their most 
since 1951 — and quar¬ 
terback Baker Mayfield in¬ 
jured his right hand while 
being sacked for a safety 
and throwing three inter¬ 
ceptions in a 43-13 thrash¬ 
ing on Sunday by the Ten¬ 
nessee Titans, who ruined a 
party Cleveland had been 
planning for months. 

It was all supposed to be 
different for these Browns, 
revitalized by the addition 
of star receiver Odell Beck¬ 
ham Jr. 

Instead, it was more of the 
same. 

“That is not the way we 
want to be represented,” 
said first-year coach Fred¬ 
die Kitchens, who put on 
a brave face following his 
team’s demoralizing 2019 
debut. “We lost our disci¬ 
pline and we lost our com¬ 
posure. ... I did not see it 
coming.” 

No one did. Except maybe 
the Titans. 

“I’m gonna be honest with 
you, man, they were who 
we thought they were,” 
said Tennessee tight end 
Delanie Walker, who had 
two touchdown catches. 
“If you wanf to crown them, 
crown ’em.” 


The Browns were favored to 
win their first season opener 
in 15 years, and after taking 
the opening kickoff. May- 
field drove the offense 73 
yards for a TD in fhe open¬ 
ing five minutes. Things 
looked promising, and 
Cleveland’s crowd was 
roaring at unsafe decibels. 
But rookie Austin Seibert 
missed the extra point, and 
the penalties began piling 
up like laundry in front of a 
washing machine. 
Cleveland was called for 
10 infractions in the first 
half, wifh starting left tackle 
Greg Robinson's ejection 
for kicking Titans safety Ken¬ 
ny Vaccaro in the head the 
most egregious act. 

“We do not tolerate that,” 
Kitchens said. “That is unac¬ 


ceptable.” 

Vaccaro isn't sure what 
prompted Robinson's reac¬ 
tion. 

“I knocked him over and 
he kicked me in my head,” 
Vaccaro said. “I thought 
it was funny. It's going to 
be a hefty fine, I feel bad 
for him. I didn’t want him 
to get ejected. We were 
taught on this team, no 
dumb penalties.” 

The Browns are still learning. 
Kitchens couldn't explain 
why his team was so undis¬ 
ciplined by he vowed to 
make the necessary cor¬ 
rections before the Browns 
visit the New York Jets one 
week from Monday.” 

“We are not changing any¬ 
thing,” he said. “I believe 
in what we are doing. Our 


players believe in what we 
are doing. We had a lot of 
situations we put ourselves 
in today that made it very 
difficult to get to the point 
where we could overcome 
some of the things that we 
were doing wrong. 

“We are going to keep 
staying to course, keep 
our head down and keep 
working.” 

The Browns fell to 1-19-1 in 
season openers, with the 
lone win coming in 2004. 
Mayfield, who was sacked 
five fimes, left FirstEnergy 
Stadium with his right hand 
wrapped. The team said X- 
rays taken after the game 
were negative and he 
should be ready for next 
week. 

Playing behind a patch¬ 


work line following Robin¬ 
son's disqualification and 
an injury to backup left 
tackle Kendall Lamm, May- 
field completed 25 of 38 
passes for 285 yards and 
one touchdown. 

But he couldn’t get Cleve¬ 
land’s offense info any kind 
of rhythm because of the 
penalties. 

Mayfield tried to find posi¬ 
tives from an otherwise 
awful afternoon. Fle's con¬ 
fident his teammates will 
regroup and rally. 

“Because everybody is go¬ 
ing to throw us in the trash,” 
he said. “I think that is good. 
I know what type of men 
we have in this locker room. 
Quite frankly, I do not give 
a damn what happens on 
the outside. I know how we 
are going to react. I know 
what we are going to do. 
“We are going to bounce 
back. We have a Monday 
night game coming up, so 
we do not really care. We 
are ready to go.” 

Beckham, who had seven 
catches for 71 yards in his 
debut, said as long as the 
Browns clean up their mis¬ 
takes, they'll be fine. 

“We need to be more dis¬ 
ciplined,” he said. “It is 
the first game so whether 
we lost by one point or 40 
points, it still says an ‘L’ on 
the records. It is nothing to 
panic about. Adversity has 
to come at some point in 
the season, so why not right 
now?”Q 


25: LSU moves up to give SEC 3 of top 4 in AP poll 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 

LSU head coach Ed Orgeron cel¬ 
ebrates a defensive stop against 
Texas during an NCAA football 
game on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019, 
in Austin, Texas. (Nick Wagner/ 
American-Statesman via AP) 

The Southeastern Conference 
held three of fhe top four spots 
in The Associated Press college 


football poll after LSU’s road vic¬ 
tory against Texas pushed the Ti¬ 
gers to No. 4. Clemson remained 
No. 1 on Sunday, receiving 56 
first-place votes out of 62 in fhe 
Top 25 presented by Regions 
Bank. No. 2 Alabama received 
6 first-place votes and Georgia 
stayed at No. 3. LSU jumped two 
spots after winning 45-38 at Tex¬ 


as on Saturday to make it three 
straight SEC teams after Clemson. 
Southern California, which was 
unranked in the preseason for fhe 
first time since 2001, moved in at 
No. 24 after beating Stanford 45- 
20. 

POLL POINTS 

The SEC has half the top-10 teams 
in the country after two weeks of 


the regular season, with Auburn 
moving up to No. 8 and Florida 
rising to No. 9. 

The Tigers and Gators were two 
of several teams to get a bump 
in the rankings thanks to Michi¬ 
gan. The Wolverines dodged an 
upset, beating Army 24-21 in dou¬ 
ble overtime, but dropped three 
spots to No. 10.0 
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NASCAR driver Jimmie Johnson (48) is hit by Parker Kligerman (96) in the second turn during the 
NASCAR Brickyard 400 auto race at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in 
Indianapolis. 
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Continued from Page 18 

“Damn, oh, what a bum¬ 
mer and a letdown,” he 
said on a Twitter post. “I 
promise you (my fans) we 
will finish this season strong 
and be a threat next year 
in 2020. I just want to thank 
you for all being there, for 
your support. Chasing eight 
will have to wait till next 
year.” 

Harvick beat Joey Logano 
by 6.118 seconds to claim 
his second Brickyard win. 
But for Johnson, it has been 
a second straight tough 
season. 

His only victory in an ex¬ 
hibition race in February. 
He endured two major 
changes in his pit box, the 
first coming at the end of 
last season when Hendrick 
Motorsports announced 
Johnson's longtime crew 
chief Chad Knaus would 
be paired with William By¬ 
ron. In July, Johnson’s team 
made another change. 

Yet, somehow he still en¬ 
tered Sunday two spots 
and 18 points below the 
postseason cutline and 
started the third stage 12 
points out. 

But with Byron and Johnson 
running side-by-side off a 
restart, Johnson’s back end 
spun, sucking him up the 


track and into the path of 
Kurt Busch. Both Chevrolets 
slammed hard into the wall, 
starting an eight-car melee 
that ended the streak just 
that fast.’Tve had 25 races 
coming into this where I’ve 
been worried about it,” 
Johnson said. 

“I’m not stoked by the situ¬ 
ation at all. I am impressed 
that we have been in 15 
consecutive playoffs. I'm 
not sure anybody else has 
done that. So, our record 
doesn’t stink. We wish we 
could have kept it going, 
but life goes on.” 

With Johnson out, Clint 
Bowyer, Harvick’s team¬ 
mate with Stewart-Haas 
Racing, held onto the 15th 
spot in the 16-car field. 

And Ryan Newman, of 
Roush Fenway Racing, 
broke a tie for the final spot 
with Daniel Suarez and put 
the No. 6 Ford in the play¬ 
offs. 

Suarez brushed the wall on 
Lap 12 and then fell four 
points short of becoming 
the first Mexican-born driv¬ 
er to qualify for the playoffs 
in the No. 41 Ford with Haas 
Automation. 

Harvick, meanwhile, had 
the best car on the 2.5-mile 
oval this weekend. 

He won the pole in the 
morning, led 118 laps in the 


afternoon and easily pulled 
away from Logano over 
the closing laps for his third 
win this season. 

“This is awesome. I kept 
telling myself get the baby 
girl a trophy,” Harvick said. 
“Good weekend to come, 
so she doesn’t know what's 
going on, just a lot of noise 
but pretty special." 
DEMOLITION DERBY 
Johnson's early exit put him 
in good company. 
Defending race winner 
Brad Keselowski wound up 
climbing out of the cockpit 
on his knees after his car 
and Erik Jones’ touched. 


sending Keselowski side¬ 
ways into a tire barrier. Ke¬ 
selowski called on speed¬ 
way officials to consider 
safety improvements to 
the 90-degree angle of the 
wall in hopes of preventing 
a similar result in the future. 
Two-time race winner and 
regular-season champion 
Kyle Busch parked his car 
on pit row after blowing an 
engine. 

In all, there were six crashes 
and nine yellow flags for 48 
laps in the 160-lap race. 

SWEPT AWAY 

After winning the first three 
“crown jewels" of the NAS¬ 


CAR season, Joe Gibbs 
Racing was going for an 
unprecedented single¬ 
season sweep Sunday. In¬ 
stead, Denny Hamlin had 
the top finishing Toyota for 
the team, coming in sixth. 
Jones was 39th , Kyle Busch 
was 37th and Martin Truex 
Jr. wound up 27th. 

WHO’S HOT: Harvick heads 
into the playoffs in the No. 
4 spot, recording three wins 
and seven top-10 finishes in 
the last seven races. He’s 
also won two poles during 
that stretch. 

UP NEXT: The playoffs begin 
next Sunday in Las Vegas.Q 


U.S. rallies to beat Great Britain & Ireland in Walker Cup 


HOYLAKE, England (AP) — Cole Hammer finally got a point with the 
shortest match. John Pak completed a perfect week. John Augen- 
stein delivered the clinching point. 

And for the first time in 12 years, the Americans celebrated a Walker 
Cup victory away from home. 

Facing a two-point deficit at the start of Sunday, the Americans 
picked up a point in morning foursomes and then overwhelmed 
Great Britain & Ireland by taking eight of 10 singles matches for a 15 
1/2-10 1/2 victory at Royal Liverpool. 

Team USA won the Walker Cup for the second straight time, and the 
first time overseas since winning at Royal County Down in 2007. 
“They’ve got a great memory now,” U.S. captain Nathaniel Crosby 
said. 

The Americans won two of three matches and tied the other in four¬ 


somes. GB&I quickly picked up a point in singles when Sandy Scott 
beat Brandon Wu, the Stanford grad’s first loss of the week. 

The rest was all U.S. red. 

Hammer was 3 up through six holes on his way to a 6-and-5 victory 
over Conor Purcell. Pak made it 3-0 for the week with a 2-and-l vic¬ 
tory over Euan Walker. Augenstein, the U.S. Amateur runner-up, be¬ 
gan the Walker Cup with the opening tee shot Saturday and officially 
clinched it Sunday with his 4-and-3 win over Thomas Plumb. 

The Americans also won eight of 10 points in Sunday singles two years 
ago when they won 19-7 at Los Angeles Country Club. Their victory 
at Royal Liverpool was their widest margin away from home since a 
nine-point victory at Sunningdale in 1987. 

The U.S. team increased the series lead to 37-9-1. The Walker Cup will 
be held at Seminole Golf Club in Florida in 2021 .□ 




















Connecticut Sun coach Curt Miller questions official Tiffany Bird 
during the team’s WNBA basketball game against the Chicago 
Sky on Friday, Sept. 6, 2019, in Uncasville, Conn. 

Associated Press 

Final WNBA playoff 
seedings came down 
to last day of season 


By DOUG FEINEBRG 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The WN¬ 
BA’s playoff bracket is set 
after a busy final day of the 
regular season. 
Washington, Connecticut 
and Los Angeles had al¬ 
ready sealed up the top- 
three playoff spots before 
Sunday's contests. The Mys¬ 
tics and Sun don’t play until 
the semifinals. The Sparks 
will play Sunday against 
the worst remaining seed. 
Las Vegas, which had 
clinched the franchise's 
first playoff berth since 
2014 and first since moving 
to Nevada last year from 
San Antonio, earned a first- 
round bye and a home 
game with a victory over 
Phoenix on Sunday and a 
loss by Chicago. 

“The season kind of went 
how I expected it to. A lot 
of ups and downs, trying 
to understand each other 
and learn how to win," 
Aces coach Bill Laimbeer 
said. 

“We had our moments we 
looked very good, and mo¬ 
ments where we looked re¬ 
ally bad. All in all, to take 
the fourth seed and have 
a bye in the first round and 
a home game. We will take 
it.” 

While the Aces have a bye, 
Chicago will have to play 
Wednesday against Phoe¬ 
nix. 

The Mercury are no strang¬ 
er to the single-elimination 
postseason format, going 
6-0 in it since the league 
changed to it in 2016. 


Chicago swept the three 
games during the regular 
season between the two 
teams. 

“In a one game knock¬ 
out situation as long as we 
can limit what they want 
to do and make them feel 
uncomfortable anything 
is possible. We didn’t win 
at Connecticut last year 
and we went in there and 
won,” Phoenix coach San¬ 
dy Brondello said. 

“We've been in these situ¬ 
ations before so we're not 
looking at it like “Oh we 
haven’t won," because 
you just go and play. We’re 
going to believe. We know 
we can do this. It’s not 
easy, no game is easy. 
Anyone can beat anyone 
in this league so we just 
have to make sure that it’s 
our night." 

Minnesota had a chance 
to get a home game, but a 
loss to Los Angeles on Sun¬ 
day and a win by Seattle in 
Dallas gave the Storm the 
home matchup against 
the Lynx on Wednesday 
night in the opening round. 
Seattle won three of the 
four meetings between the 
teams this season, includ¬ 
ing the last three. 

“We know how to be good, 
and now we need to do 
that on the road. That's the 
hardest thing, and that's 
why the home games are 
so coveted,” Lynx coach 
Cheryl Reeve said. 

“We are going to see if we 
can win a hard road game. 
We need to play a lot bet¬ 
ter than we did today.”□ 
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New York Mets' third baseman Jeff McNeil (6) can't get Philadelphia Phillies' Corey Dickerson's 
foul ball as fans watch from behind a protective netting during the fifth inning of a baseball 
game, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Phils hit 3 HRs, outlast Mets 
10-7 to tighten wild-card race 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Looking for every ex¬ 
tra edge in a playoff chase, the Phila¬ 
delphia Phillies tried most everything 
— stealing and bunting, plus plenty of 
pinch-hitters and pitchers. 

On and on they went, mixing and match¬ 
ing against the New York Mets for so long 
the teams actually began to run out of 
baseballs. 

In the end, the Phillies had just enough. 
Maikel Franco , Scott Kingery and Adam 
Haseley homered as Philadelphia over¬ 
came an early deficit and outlasted the 
Mets 10-7 Sunday to further tighten the 
NL wild-card race. 

"It wasn't the prettiest win by any stretch," 
manager Gabe Kapler said. 

The game took 4 hours, 29 minutes — a 
minute short of matching the longest 
nine-inning game in NL history. When it 
was over, Philadelphia had closed within 
two games of Chicago for the second 
wild-card spot. The Mets stayed four 
back of the Cubs, who lost Milwaukee 
8-5. 

With both managers maneuvering, the 
clubs combined to use 39 players, in¬ 
cluding eight pitchers apiece. Hector 
Neris escaped a two-on, one-out jam in 
the ninth. 

"We have to try to win games," Kapler 
said. "We have to try to win the inning." 
Injured star Bryce Harper drew a bases- 
loaded walk as a pinch-hitter, capping 
a three-run seventh inning to put the Phil¬ 
lies ahead 10-6. That came shortly after 
a sensational catch by right fielder Sean 
Rodriguez preserved a slim lead. 

Wilson Ramos and Robinson Cano hit 
back-to-back homers in the first inning 
for a 3-0 New York edge. But Noah Syn- 
dergaard couldn't hold it and the bull¬ 


pen got battered yet again as the Mets 
missed a chance to move up in the post¬ 
season race. 

"It stings, it stings," Mets manager Mickey 
Callaway said. "We're still going to be 
the same amount of games back. We've 
got one less game to make that up. But 
we can do it." 

It was the longest nine-inning game in 
Mets' history, topping a 4:14 matchup 
with Washington last Sept. 23. The Phillies 
tied for the longest nine-inning NL game 
at 4:30 on July 6, 2018, against the Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

The Red Sox and Yankees set the major 
league record of 4:45 in 2006. 

By the late innings, extra balls were need¬ 
ed. Usually, 16 dozen are rubbed up for 
games at Citi Field — that's more than at 
most parks and usually ample by a lot. 
But the teams ran through those, and re¬ 
quired an extra two dozen to finish. 
Phillies starter Vince Velasquez blamed 
himself for the slow proceedings. He al¬ 
lowed four runs, six hits and four walks in 
4 1/3 innings. 

"I take full responsibility on that end," he 
said. 

Pinch-hitter Phil Gosselin blooped an RBI 
single that gave the Phillies a 5-4 lead 
in the sixth and Franco followed with a 
two-run homer. Franco later doubled 
and had seven homers and 18 RBIs in 15 
games against the Mets this year. 

The Mets clawed back for two runs in the 
bottom of the sixth to make it 7-6 and 
had the tying run in scoring position, but 
Rodriguez charged hard into the tight 
foul space, banged hard into the wall 
and caught a fly by J.D. Davis to end the 
inning. Rodriguez's teammates waited 
outside the dugout to greet him, and 
several players came off the bench to 
join in.Q 
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Rangers beat Orioles 10-4 to complete 4-game sweep 



Texas Rangers starting pitcher Mike Minor delivers during the second inning of a baseball game 
against the Baltimore Orioles, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in Baltimore. 


By DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — The Tex¬ 
as Rangers appear to have 
their offense operating at 
full efficiency again, just 
in time for a closing three- 
week stretch against some 
of the best teams in the 
American League. 

Rookie Nick Solak had three 
hits and four RBIs, Ronald 
Guzman and Rougned 
Odor homered and the 
Rangers beat the Orioles 
10-4 Sunday to complete 
their first four-game sweep 
at Baltimore in 37 years. 
After scoring once in each 
of the final two games of a 
series at Yankee Stadium, 
Texas scored 29 runs against 
Baltimore — including 26 in 
the last three games. 

“At the end of the day there 
is a guy with a ball and we 
got a bat. It doesn't matter 
who we face," said Delino 
DeShields, who contributed 
a pair of hits and an RBI. 
After dispatching the lowly 
Orioles, the Rangers next 
host Tampa Bay and Oak¬ 
land before playing two 
games in Houston. Texas 
then ends the season with 
three games against Oak¬ 
land, the defending cham¬ 
pion Red Sox and Yankees. 
“We got a lot of kids up 
here, first time in the big 
leagues,” DeShields noted. 
“This is really going to tell 
them where they are at, 
competition wise.” 
DeShields is referring to guys 
like Solak, who reached 
highs in hits and RBIs in his 


19th big league game. 

“It was phenomenal,” man¬ 
ager Chris Woodward said 
of Solak’s performance. 
“He's had games where 
he hit the ball harder but 
today he takes what they 
give him." Solak has six RBIs 
against Baltimore and five 
against everyone else. 

Mike Minor (13-8) allowed 
two runs over eight innings 
and struck out three to raise 
his season total to 183. The 
left-hander has eclipsed 
his previous career marks 
for wins (12) and strikeouts 
(181), set with Atlanta in 
2013. 

Texas had 20 hits off Asher 
Wojciechowski (2-8) and 
six relievers. Texas scored 


in each of the first four in¬ 
nings while building a 6-1 
lead and pulled away with 
a three-run sixth that made 
it 9-2. “That’s probably 
the best we've been in a 
long time,” manager Chris 
Woodward said. “When we 
got pitches to hit we obvi¬ 
ously hit them pretty hard.” 
It all added up to the Rang¬ 
ers’ first four-game sweep 
of the Orioles since July 
2001 and their first in Balti¬ 
more since July 1972, when 
the Orioles played in Me¬ 
morial Stadium. 

Solak started the onslaught 
with an RBI single in the first 
inning and two-run single in 
the second. Guzman add¬ 
ed a solo shot in the third 


Associated Press 

and Odor hit his team-lead¬ 
ing 24th home run leading 
off the fourth. 

It was the 25th time this sea¬ 
son that Baltimore allowed 
at least 10 runs. Texas out- 
scored Baltimore 29-15 in 
the series. 

Baltimore has lost five 
straight for the fifth time this 
season and is just three de¬ 
feats short of losing 100 for 
the second year in a row. 
Renato Nunez hit his 29th 
home run for Baltimore, 
and Hanser Alberto had 
three hits to raise his batting 
average to .321, including 
.420 against lefties. 

“We’re really impressed 
with both those guys this 
year and hope they finish 


the season strong,” Hyde 
said. 

NO COASTING ALLOWED 

Woodward fully expects his 
club to match the opposi¬ 
tion’s intensity down the 
stretch. 

“We’re trying to win every 
game. What a great expe¬ 
rience for our guys to finish 
the season on," Woodward 
said. “I want our guys to 
fight to the end." 

After going 67-95 last year, 
Texas can finish at .500 with 
a 9-8 closing run. 

“That tells you we're win¬ 
ning series against good 
teams,” Woodward said. 
“That would be more im¬ 
portant to me than the ac¬ 
tual .500 mark.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
Rangers: Texas hasn't 

abandoned hope of get¬ 
ting back Hunter Pence, 
who’s been on the IL since 
Aug. 24 with a lower back 
strain. “If he has a chance 
to play one game, he’s 
going to play one game,” 
Woodward said. “I think 
he’ll be back.” 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: The Rangers call 
upon 14-game winner 
Lance Lynn (14-10) in the 
opener of a three-game 
set against visiting Tampa 
Bay on Tuesday. Lynn is 0-4 
in his last six starts. 

Orioles: Also off Monday, 
Baltimore resumes its penul¬ 
timate homestand by send¬ 
ing TyBlach (1-2, 10.95 ERA) 
to the mound to launch a 
three-game series against 
the Los Angeles Dodgers.Q 


Kuss wins 15th Vuelta stage, Roglic keeps overall lead 


SANTUARIO DEL ACEBO, 
Spain (AP) — American 
rider Sepp Kuss won the 
mountainous 15th stage 
of the Spanish Vuelta, 
while Jumbo-Visma team¬ 
mate Primoz Roglic with¬ 
stood a sustained attack 
by Alejandro Valverde 
to keep the overall race 
lead on Sunday. 

Kuss pulled clear of a small 
breakaway group on the 
final of four climbs to claim 
the grueling 154.4-kilome- 
ter (96-mile) stage from 
Tineo to a summit finish at 
Santuario del Acebo in 4 
hours, 19 minutes. 


“It’s pretty big I guess. 
Honestly it hasn't quite 
sunk in,” Kuss said. “It is an 
incredible day." 

World champion Val¬ 
verde launched his at¬ 
tack midway up the last 
category-one climb and 
Roglic stuck to his wheel, 
while the other top riders 
fell behind. Roglic finished 
right in front of Valverde, 
the 2009 Vuelta winner. 
Roglic, a Slovenian ex-ski 
jumper who is aiming for 
his first Grand Tour victory, 
leads Valverde by 2 min¬ 
utes, 25 seconds. 

“We (are) all celebrating 


this race, it is an incredible 
day for us again,” Roglic 
said. 

“But we need to be fo¬ 
cused until Madrid.” 

With one week of racing 
left, the Vuelta looks like 
Roglic’s to lose. He took 
the leader's red jersey 
with a dominant perfor¬ 
mance on the time trial 
during Stage 10. Only Val¬ 
verde, who at age 39 is 10 
years Roglic's senior, has 
been able to match his 
power and consistency in 
the mountains. 

“The grandpa isn't fin¬ 
ished yet,” Valverde said. 


Tadej Pogacar lost time 
and is third overall at 3:42 
back. Miguel Angel Lopez 
fell to 3:59 back, and 
Nairo Quintana lost even 
more time to sit 5:09 off 
the pace. 

Kuss, who won the Tour of 
Utah last year, crossed 39 
seconds ahead of stage 
runner-up Ruben Guer- 
reiro. 

The 24-year-old Kuss cele¬ 
brated by giving high fives 
with fans lining the barriers 
before the finish line. “I 
think that is what makes 
the Vuelta so special, the 
passion of the fans,” Kuss 


said. “I have good days 
when you feel their en¬ 
thusiasm, but on the bad 
days when you're 30 min¬ 
utes behind the winner, 
they are there to cheer 
you and give you a push, 
that is what makes cycling 
special.” 

Monday’s stage is anoth¬ 
er tough trek in the green 
northern mountains, tak¬ 
ing riders more than 144 
kilometers (89 miles) from 
Pravia to a beyond-cat- 
egory summit finish atop 
the Alto de la Cubilla. 

The three-week race ends 
in Madrid on Sept. 150 
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Friends with benefits: Can Facebook tackle your love life? 
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This undated product image provide by Facebook shows screenshots of Facebook Dating, a 
mobile-only matchmaking service. On Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, the service will launch in the U.S. 

Associated Press 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Facebook is tackling a new 
frontier: love. 

Facebook Dating, a 
matchmaking service the 
company already offers 
in Brazil, Canada and 17 
other countries, arrives in 
the U.S. on Thursday. But 
after years of privacy mis¬ 
steps by the social network, 
will people trust it with their 
love lives? 

For a company that's also 
developing its own digital 
currency and dabbling in 
e-commerce, love is an¬ 
other step toward reaching 
into all aspects of human 
existence. 

Although many features re¬ 
semble what other match¬ 
making services offer, 
Facebook’s version prom¬ 
ises to be different, just as 
Tinder brought swiping and 
Bumble brought female- 
first messaging. Your Face- 
book Dating profile will be 
separate from your main 
one, but it will let you tap 
your network of friends to 
identify “secret crushes." 
Facebook Dating, a mo- 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Samsung’s 
highly anticipated fold¬ 
ing phone will go on sale 
Friday, after the original 
launch date was delayed 
by months because of em¬ 
barrassing problems with 
the screen. 

The South Korean tech gi¬ 
ant had put the Galaxy 
Fold’s launch on hold af¬ 
ter reviewers encountered 
problems with the device’s 
innovative folding screen, 
which the company said 
on Thursday have now 
been resolved. 

“During the past sever¬ 
al months, Samsung has 
been refining the Galaxy 
Fold to ensure it delivers the 
best possible experience,” 
with improvements to the 
phone’s “design and con¬ 
struction,” the company 
said in an announcement 
at the start of a consumer 
elecfronics fair in Germany 


bile-only service that’s free 
to use and free of ads, can 
sfill help Facebook make 
money if it keeps people 
glued to its other services 
longer. 

That's if users can get over 
concerns about privacy. 

“A feature on Facebook 
that people don’t trust 


where it was showcasing 
the device. 

The nearly $2,000 phone 
will launch on Sept. 6 in 
South Korea, and Sept. 18 
in France, Germany and 
Britain, with versions for nexf 
generation 5G networks 
available in the latter two 
countries. 

Other markets including 
the U.S. and Singapore will 
follow, buf the company 
did not specify dates. 

The Galaxy Fold’s original 
April launch was pushed 
back after reports that 
some reviewers' phones 
were breaking. 

Journalists who had re¬ 
ceived the phones to 
preview said the folding 
screen sfarfed flickering 
and turning black before 
fizzling ouf. Two reviewers 
mistakenly removed the 
screen’s protective outer 
plastic layer. 

The Galaxy Fold is slightly 
longer and narrower than 


isn’t going to be success¬ 
ful,” said Rob Sherman, the 
company’s deputy chief 
privacy officer. “We built 
in privacy from the ground 
up.” 

Tell that to Seth Carter, 
32, an engineer from Terre 
Haute, Indiana, who tried 
a host of dating apps rang- 


a standard smartphone 
when folded, but opens up 
to the size of a small tablet, 
with the internal screen dis¬ 
play bisected by a crease. 
It also has another screen 
on the outside so it can be 
used when closed. 
Samsung has said the com¬ 
posite polymer screen can 
be opened and closed 
200,000 times, or 100 times 
a day for five years. 

“We’ve had to make some 
really high-tech adjust¬ 
ments in how we’re going 
to make this device,” said 
Mark Notton, Samsung's 
European portfolio direc¬ 
tor. They include adding 
protective caps to the top 
and bottom of fhe hinge, 
extending the screen pro¬ 
tector to better ensure 
sure it stays in place, and 
slimming down the hinge 
and narrowing the gap be¬ 
tween the hinge and the 
body when the phone is 
closed, Notton said. □ 


ing from Match to Bumble, 
Tinder and Christian Mingle 
prior to his current relation¬ 
ship. 

“Facebook is here to make 
money and I get that," he 
said. But he worries that 
Facebook’s stated com¬ 
mitment to privacy would 
ultimately buckle under 
pressure to make money 
off the service. “That likely 
means they're going to 
sell my dating preferences, 
which means even more 
intrusions into my life.” 
Facebook says it won't be 
doing any of that. But users 
like Carter can hardly be 
blamed for fheir apprehen¬ 
sion, given fhe company’s 
multiple stumbles over pro¬ 
tecting people’s private 
information. Facebook was 
fined a record $5 billion 
this summer by the Feder¬ 
al Trade Commission over 
privacy violations. It’s also 
under scrutiny for allowing 
for the spread of election- 
relafed misinformation and 
discrimination in U.S. hous¬ 
ing ads. 

Facebook Dating comes 
as the popularity of online 
dating grows: In 2016, 15% 
of all U.S. adults said they 
had used online dating 
services, up from virtually 
none in 2005, according to 
the Pew Research Center. 
The market is crowded. 
From old school sites like 
eHarmony to Hinge or The 
League, a members-only 
service promising to bring 


Samsung folding phone to launch after 
screen problem delay 
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together folks with “am¬ 
bition and a drive to suc¬ 
ceed,” there are also apps 
focused on farmers, reli¬ 
gious groups, seniors, the 
LGBT community and so 
on. When he announced 
the feature last year. Face- 
book CEO Mark Zucker- 
berg said Facebook Dat¬ 
ing is “not just for hookups" 
buf to build “meaningful, 
long-term relationships." 
That appeared to be a di¬ 
rect swipe at Tinder, a ser¬ 
vice best known for hook¬ 
ing people up with people 
they find affractive by 
showing their photo, age 
and first name. 

With Facebook, you start 
by creating a dating pro¬ 
file distinct from your Face- 
book profile. It's easy to 
bring over details such as 
your school and job — but 
you're free fo embellish 
or hide any of fhaf jusf for 
Facebook Dating. You can 
also add up to 36 of your 
Instagram photos. 

You have to be at least 
18, rather than 13 with the 
main Facebook service. 
The service isn’t limited to 
those who’ve listed them¬ 
selves as “single." 
Facebook Dating shows 
your age, but hides your 
last name. When you see 
a suggested match, you 
“like” someone by tapping 
a heart icon, or tap “X” to 
dislike. You can’t search for 
mates by interests or other 
keywords, the way you can 
with Match. You're limited 
to what Facebook sug¬ 
gests. As with Tinder, you 
have to decide whether or 
not you like someone be¬ 
fore seeing the next match. 
Facebook Dating won’t 
suggest friends as matches, 
nor will your dating profile 
show up on your main news 
feed or be visible to friends. 
Facebook insists it won’t 
use information gleaned 
from your dating profiles for 
advertising and says there 
won't be ads on Facebook 
Dating. 

Facebook won't let lonely 
hearts — or creeps — send 
photos or website links, 
which could help cut down 
on unsolicited photos. As a 
safety measure, you can 
also share your location 
with friends while you're on 
a date.Q 
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China's trade with U.S. shrinks as tariff war worsens 



In this Aug. 6,2019, file photo, a woman walks by a money exchange shop decorated with differ¬ 
ent countries currency banknotes at Central, a business district in Hong Kong. 

Associated Press 


By JOE MCDONALD 
AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Chinas 
trade with the United States 
is falling as the two sides 
prepare for negotiations 
with no signs of progress 
toward ending a tariff 
war that threatens global 
economic growth. 

Imports of American goods 
tumbled 22% in August 
from a year earlier to 
$10.3 billion, customs data 
showed Sunday. Exports to 
the United States, China's 
biggest market, sank 16% 
to $44.4 billion. 

Both sides have raised 
tariffs on billions of dollars of 
each other's imports in the 
fight over complaints about 
Beijing's trade surplus and 
technology development 
plans. The United States, 
Europe, Japan and other 
trading partners say those 
violate Chinese market¬ 
opening commitments. 

U.S. and Chinese 
negotiators are preparing 
for talks in October. Despite 
that, the two governments 
escalated their fight 
on Sept. 1, imposing or 
increasing penalties on 
billions of dollars of goods. 
President Donald Trump 
plans another increase 
Oct. 15. 

Chinese exporters also face 
pressure from weakening 
global consumer demand. 
That hurts efforts to find 
markets to replace the 
United States. 

"The tit-for-tat escalation 


shows how unlikely a trade 
deal and de-escalation 
have become," said Louis 
Kuijs of Oxford Economics 
in a report. "Meanwhile, 
the global trade weakness 
looks set to linger, which 
will continue to weigh 
on demand for China's 
exports." 

The conflict has disrupted 
trade in goods from 
soybeans to medical 
equipment, battered 
traders on both sides and 
fueled fears in financial 
markets of a global 
economic slowdown. 
China's politically sensitive 
trade surplus with the U.S. 
narrowed to $31.3 billion 


in August from $27 billion a 
year earlier. 

China's global exports fell 
3% to $214.8 billion, while 
imports were up 1.7% at 
$180 billion. For the first 
eight months of 2019, 
exports were off 1% from 
a year earlier and imports 
were down 5.6%. 

China's global trade surplus 
rose 25% from a year earlier 
to $34.8 billion. 

Exports to the European 
Union rose 3% from a year 
earlier to $38.3 billion. 

U.S.-Chinese negotiations 
broke down in May over 
how to enforce any 
agreement. Beijing says 
Trump's punitive tariffs 


must be lifted once an 
agreement takes effect. 
Washington says some 
must stay to ensure Beijing 
carries out any promises it 
makes. 

Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping 
agreed in June to resume 
negotiations, though 

neither side shifted its 
position. Talks in Shanghai 
in July ended with no 
indication of progress. 

The governments agreed to 
meet again in September 
but that was postponed to 
October. They have yet to 
announce a date. 
Washington imposed 15% 
tariffs on Sept. 1 on $112 


billion of Chinese imports 
and plans to hit another 
$160 billion on Dec. 15. That 
would extend penalties 
to almost everything the 
United States buys from 
China. 

Beijing responded by 
imposing duties of 10% and 
5% on a range of American 
imports. More increases 
are due on Dec. 15 in line 
with the U.S. penalties. 

U.S. tariffs of 25% imposed 
previously on $250 billion of 
Chinese goods are due to 
rise to 30% on Oct. 1. 

China has imposed or 
announced penalties on 
an estimated $120 billion 
of U.S. imports. Some have 
been hit with increases 
more than once, while 
about $50 billion of U.S. 
goods is unaffected, 
possibly to avoid disrupting 
Chinese industries. 

Beijing also has retaliated 
by canceling purchases 
of soybeans, the biggest 
single U.S. export to China. 
The Chinese government 
has agreed to narrow its 
trade surplus with the U.S. 
but is reluctant to give up 
development strategies it 
sees as a path to prosperity 
and global influence. 

Some analysts suggest 
Beijing is holding out in 
hopes Trump will feel 
pressure to make a more 
favorable deal as his 
campaign for the 2020 
presidential election picks 
up. Trump has warned that 
if he is reelected, China 
will face a tougher U.S. 
negotiating stanceO 
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Indiana sees surge in wind power despite 
lack of standards 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana has 
experienced a surge in wind farm 
construction during the past de¬ 
cade that’s given the state the na¬ 
tion’s 12th-highest number of wind 
turbines. 

But some renewable energy ad¬ 
vocates say Indiana risks being 
outpaced by other states unless it 
does more to encourage commer¬ 
cial wind power, the Indianapolis 
Business Journal reported. 

Since 2008, developers have in¬ 
stalled more than 1,000 wind tur¬ 
bines across Indiana, primarily on 
16 large wind farms that produce 
2,317 megawatts of electricity — 
enough to power more than 1 mil¬ 


lion homes. Another 1,130 mega¬ 
watts of new wind capacity are 
under construction or in advanced 
development across the state, 
from modest projects to major wind 
farms. That's caught the eye of the 
American Wind Energy Associa¬ 
tion, which represents wind-power 
project developers and equip¬ 
ment suppliers. The Washington, 
D.C.-based trade association said 
in August that it would host its 2021 
CleanPower conference and trade 
show in Indianapolis, based on the 
“immense potential Indiana has to 
be among the leading states for 
wind energy.” 

But renewable energy advocate 


say Indiana needs clear, uniform 
rules on locating wind farms to at¬ 
tract more investments. 

Indiana also has no renewable- 
energy standard. Such standards 
already in place in 29 other states 
require that a certain percentage 
of the electricity that utilities sell 
comes from renewable resources. 
Indiana’s lack of a renewable-en¬ 
ergy standard shows that the state 
“could be a little bit more progres¬ 
sive” in encouraging the develop¬ 
ment of clean energy sources, said 
Ben Inskeep, senior energy policy 
analyst in Indianapolis with EQ Re¬ 
search, a North Carolina-based 
clean-energy consulting firm.O 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 To and _ 

4 Wee 
9 Lean-to 

13 Flippant 

14 Shin support 

15 Carry 

16 Jellystone Park 
inhabitant 

17 Loyalty 

19 Car speed 
letters 

20 Liberated 

21 Exhales 
audibly 

22 Sagas 

24 Cylindrical 
container 

25 Tricks 

27 Seashores 

30 Building wing 

31 Unflinching 
33 Uncooked 

35 Chicken pieces 

36 Sandbar 

37 Three biblical 
kings 

38 He-he 

39 Frown 

40 Many 
Scandinavians 

41 Chap 

43 Creamy 
dessert 

44 Gobble up 

45 Fundamental 

46 Egyptian dam 
49 _ out; get rid of 

gradually 
51 “Bobby” subj. 

54 Unvarying 

56 Liver secretion 

57 Nylons 

58 Misrepresent 

59 Willing to 
reconsider 

60 Part of a date 

61 Sporting 
equipment 

62 Sault Marie 

DOWN 

1 Failure 

2 90-degree figure 

3 _-Wan Kenobi 

4 Long gazes 
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5 “...and_to go 

before I sleep...” 
(Frost) 

6 Fit 

7 Committed 
perjury 

8 Fail to keep up 

9 Laundry problems 

10 _ Kong 

11 Carve in glass 

12 Ruby and Sandra 

13 Acrobat’s 
workplace 

18 Sir _ Newton 

20 Bend easily 

23 Tools with blades 

24 Bedspring 

25 Corridor 

26 _ these days; 
eventually 

27 Fuel, for some 

28 Court reporter’s 
submission 

29 Wise men 

31 Display 

32 Disabled car’s 
need 

34 Shrewd 

36 Kirkwell native 
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37 Luau locale 

39 Street talk 

40 Rx label info 

42 Not as fat 

43 Tumors 

45 Cooking herb 

46 In pain 

47 Loafer or 
moccasin 


48 “When I _ a 
lad” 

49 Earnest 
request 

50 Satan’s domain 

52 Run away 

53 Actor Berry 

55 Dwindle 

56 Derek & others 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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In a twist, Colorado asks EPA 
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to lower state's air rating 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


By DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Colorado 
took the unusual step of in¬ 
viting the U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency to 
downgrade the air quality 
rating of the state's biggest 
population center, and not 
everyone thinks that was a 
good idea. 

The EPA held a hearing Fri¬ 
day on whether to lower 
the ozone status of Denver 
and eight other northern 
Colorado counties from 
"moderate" to "serious." 
That would force the state 
to work harder to reduce 
harmful pollution but also 
bring tougher and costly 
regulations for businesses. 
The agency expects to 
decide by the end of the 
year. The EPA acted after 
Democratic Gov. Jared 
Polis said in March that 
Colorado would no longer 
ask for an exemption from 
EPA standards by claiming 
some of the pollution was 
drifting into the state from 
elsewhere. 

It's time to stop "sugar- 
coating" Colorado's air 
problems, he said last 
month. "Moving to 'seri¬ 
ous' status finally helps us 
stop sweeping our air qual¬ 
ity crisis under the rug and 
gives us additional tools to 
move urgently to make our 
air cleaner," he said. 

But business groups say 
the state's own data shows 
Colorado would meet EPA 
standards if not for pollution 
from other states and even 
other continents. Lowering 
the air rating would hurt 
the economy by increas¬ 
ing the cost of doing busi¬ 
ness, they say. 

"We're talking about tens of 
millions of dollars in direct 
and indirect costs," Paul 
Seby, an attorney repre¬ 
senting Defend Colorado, 
said in an interview before 
the hearing. Defend Colo¬ 
rado advocates for busi¬ 
ness and industry on state 
and federal regulation. 
Denver and the northern 
Colorado urban corridor 
have struggled to meet 
EPA ozone standards for 
15 years. Ground-level 
ozone can aggravate 
asthma and contribute to 



In this Jan. 21, 2003, file photograph, vehicles head inbound on 
South Broadway as polluted air obscures the view of the skyline 
of Denver from the south suburb of Englewood, Colo. 

Associated Press 


early deaths from respira¬ 
tory disease. It's the main 
component of smog, and 
it's created from pollution 
emitted by vehicles, indus¬ 
tries, solvents and other 
sources. 

Clean-air advocates wel¬ 
comed Polis' decision to 
pull the state's request for 
an exemption. 

"It's a big deal," said Chris¬ 
tine Berg, Colorado field 
consultant for Moms Clean 
Air Force. "We know ozone 
pollution is particularly 
harmful for children." 

At Friday's hearing, sev¬ 
eral people told the EPA 
they blame ozone for their 
health problems. 

"I'm someone who nev¬ 
er used to have breath¬ 
ing problems," said Marie 
Venner, who lives in the 
Denver suburb of Lake- 
wood. Now, it sometimes 
hurts to take a breath, she 


said. Polis' predecessor. 
Democratic Gov. John 
Hickenlooper — who end¬ 
ed his presidential bid last 
month and is now running 
for the U.S. Senate — had 
asked for the exemption 
based on data showing 
that pollution elsewhere 
and forest fire smoke from 
other states had pushed 
Colorado over the limit, 
Seby said. 

"Gov. Polis came into office 
and the exact opposite 
came about," Seby said. 
"The data didn't change, 
the science didn't change 
— except for the politics." 
Seby said hundreds of 
businesses and institutions 
could be affected if Colo¬ 
rado's air rating is down¬ 
graded: oil and gas drilling, 
refineries, large brewer¬ 
ies, print shops, wastewa¬ 
ter treatment plants and 
hospitalsO 
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Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 10 

Freedom of the Seas 

September 11 

Monarch 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) employees react 
as they listen to an announcement by organizations’s chief 
Kailasavadivoo Sivan at its Telemetry, Tracking and Command 
Network facility in Bangalore, India, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


India locates 
lander lost on final 
approach to moon 



In this Sept. 14, 2017, file photo, salmon circle just below the surface inside a lock where they 
joined boats heading from salt water Shilshole Bay into fresh water Salmon Bay at the Ballard 
Locks in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


NEW DELHI (AP) — The 

lander module from India’s 
moon mission was located 
on the lunar surface on 
Sunday, one day after it 
lost contact with the space 
station, and efforts are un¬ 
derway to try to establish 
contact with it, the head of 
the nation’s space agency 
said. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency cited Indian Space 
and Research Organiza¬ 
tion chairman K. Sivan as 
saying cameras from the 
moon mission’s orbiter had 
located the lander. 

“It must have been a hard 
landing,” PTI quoted Sivan 
as saying. ISRO officials 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

The space agency said it 
lost touch with the Vikram 
lunar lander on Saturday as 
it made its final approach 
to the moon’s south pole 
to deploy a rover to search 
for signs of water. 

A successful landing would 
have made India just the 
fourth country to land a 
vessel on the lunar surface, 
and only the third to oper¬ 
ate a robotic rover there. 


The space agency said 
Saturday that the lander's 
descent was normal until 2 
kilometers (1.2 miles) from 
the lunar surface. 

The roughly $140 million 
mission, known as Chan- 
drayaan-2, was intended 
to study permanently shad¬ 
owed moon craters that 
are thought to contain wa¬ 
ter deposits that were con¬ 
firmed by the Chandray- 
aan-1 mission in 2008. 

The latest mission lifted off 
on July 22 from the Satish 
Dhawan space center in 
Sriharikota, an island off the 
coast of the southern Indian 
state of Andhra Pradesh. 
After its launch, Chandray- 
aan-2 spent several weeks 
making its way toward the 
moon, ultimately entering 
lunar orbit on Aug. 20. 

The Vikram lander sepa¬ 
rated from the mission’s or¬ 
biter on Sept. 2 and began 
a series of braking maneu¬ 
vers to lower its orbit and 
ready itself for landing. 

Only three nations — the 
United States, the former 
Soviet Union and China — 
have landed a spacecraft 
on the moon. □ 
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Scientists monitoring new marine 
heat wave off West Coast 


By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — Federal 
scientists said Thursday 
they are monitoring a new 
ocean heat wave off the 
U.S. West Coast, a devel¬ 
opment that could badly 
disrupt marine life includ¬ 
ing salmon, whales and 
sea lions. 

The expanse of unusu¬ 
ally warm water stretches 
from Alaska to California, 
researchers with the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration said 
Thursday . It resembles a 
similar heat wave about 
five years ago that was 
blamed for poorer survival 
rates for young salmon, 
more humpback whales 
becoming entangled in 
fishing gear as they hunted 
closer to shore, and an al¬ 
gae bloom that shut down 
crabbing and clamming. 
“Given the magnitude of 
what we saw last time, we 
want to know if this evolves 
on a similar path,” said 
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Chris Harvey, a research 
scientist at the Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center. 
NOAA Fisheries said the 
water has reached tem¬ 
peratures more than 5 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit above 
average. 

It remains to be seen 
whether this heat wave dis¬ 
sipates more quickly than 
the last one, the agency 
said. 

If it lingers, it could be disas¬ 
trous for the Pacific North¬ 
west's endangered orcas, 
which largely depend on 
Chinook salmon. The warm¬ 
er waters can weaken the 
food web that sustain the 
salmon and bring preda¬ 
tors of young salmon, in¬ 
cluding seabirds, closer to 
shore, further reducing their 
abundance. Chinook re¬ 
turns have been extremely 
low in recent years follow¬ 
ing the last heat wave, 
which scientists dubbed 
“the blob.” 

The new heat wave has 
emerged over the last few 
months, growing in a similar 
pattern in the same area. 
After “the blob," it's the 
second-most widespread 
heat wave in the northern 
Pacific Ocean in the last 40 
years — as far back as the 
relevant data goes. 

“It’s on a trajectory to be as 
strong as the prior event,” 
said Andrew Leising, a re¬ 
search scientist at NOAA 


Fisheries' Southwest Fisher¬ 
ies Science Center in La 
Jolla, California, who de¬ 
veloped a way to use sat¬ 
ellite data to track marine 
heat waves in the Pacific. 
Among the causes is a per¬ 
sistent low-pressure weath¬ 
er pattern between Hawaii 
and Alaska that has weak¬ 
ened winds that otherwise 
might mix and cool surface 
waters across much of the 
North Pacific, said Nathan 
Mantua, a NOAA research 
scientist. 

What’s causing that, he 
said, is unclear: It might 
simply reflect the normal 
chaotic motion of the at¬ 
mosphere, or it might be re¬ 
lated to the warming of the 
oceans and other effects 
of human-made climate 
change. 

The agency said it will pro¬ 
vide fisheries managers 
with information on how 
the unusually warm condi¬ 
tions could affect the ma¬ 
rine ecosystem and fish 
stocks. 

Thelastheatwavespanned 
2014 and 2015 and resulted 
in several declared fisheries 
disasters. 

Among the other effects, 
thousands of young sea 
lions were stranded on 
beaches after their moth¬ 
ers were forced to forage 
further from their rookeries 
in the Channel Islands off 
Southern California. □ 
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AP Interview: Gorsuch rues loss of civility but mum on Trump 



Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, President Donald Trump's first appointee to the high court, speaks 
to The Associated Press about events that have influenced his life and the loss of civility in public 
discourse, in his chambers at the Supreme Court in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN and 
JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jus¬ 
tice Neil Gorsuch is follow¬ 
ing the path of Supreme 
Court colleagues-turned- 
authors in a new book in 
which he laments the loss of 
civility in public discourse. 
The 52-year-old justice 
wrote “A Republic, If You 
Can Keep It" because 
Americans should remem¬ 
ber that their political op¬ 
ponents “love this country 
as much as we do,” Gor¬ 
such said in an interview 
with The Associated Press 
in his Supreme Court office. 
The book is being published 
Tuesday. 

But Gorsuch had little to 
say about President Don¬ 
ald Trump, who appointed 
him to the Supreme Court 
and who routinely brands 
his opponents dopes, los¬ 
ers, liars and worse. 

“If you’re asking me about 
politics, I’m not going to 
touch that,” Gorsuch said. 
All Gorsuch would say 
about Trump is that during 
the nomination process in 
2017, the president “was 
very gracious to my family." 
Penguin Random House 
gave Gorsuch a $225,000 
advance for the book, a 
collection of speeches, es¬ 


says and judicial decisions. 
Gorsuch also sets forth his 
view of the proper role of 
each branch of the fed¬ 
eral government — the 
presidency. Congress and 
the courts — and defends 
his originalist approach to 
interpreting laws and the 
Constitution according to 
their meaning when writ¬ 
ten. 

He is the latest justice, fol¬ 
lowing Sonia Sotomayor, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Clar¬ 
ence Thomas and Stephen 
Breyer, to write a book 
while on the court. 

Seated in his corner office 
a little over a month before 
the Oct. 7 start of the new 
Supreme Court term, Gor¬ 
such appeared relaxed 
and upbeat. He showed off 
a plaque he brought back 
from his summer teach¬ 
ing sojourn in Padua, Italy, 
signed by “the boys” of the 
local police station. 

He’ll travel to California and 
Texas to speak about his 
book at the Richard Nixon 
library and George W. Bush 
presidential center before 
the term begins, in addition 
to speaking at the National 
Archives in Washington. 
One theme of the book is 
a common refrain among 
the justices when they 
speak in public, especially 


in the aftermath of Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh’s tumul¬ 
tuous Senate confirmation 
hearings: Judges are not 
politicians in robes, even if 
their decisions in high-pro¬ 
file cases often can be pre¬ 
dicted based on the presi¬ 
dent who appointed them. 
“It's one thing to think that 
judges occasionally, mis¬ 
takenly, wrongly decide 
cases based on who they 
like and who they dislike as 
parties. It’s another thing 
to think that judges are just 


politicians who are sup¬ 
posed to do that. And I 
saw a lot of that thinking” 
during his own confirmation 
hearings in 2017, Gorsuch 
recalled. 

In November, Chief Jus¬ 
tice John Roberts offered 
a plain-spoken rebuke 
to Trump after the presi¬ 
dent described a judge 
who ruled against his asy¬ 
lum policy as an “Obama 
judge." 

"We do not have Obama 
judges or Trump judges. 


Bush judges or Clinton judg¬ 
es. What we have is an ex¬ 
traordinary group of dedi¬ 
cated judges doing their 
level best to do equal right 
to those appearing before 
them,” Roberts said in re¬ 
sponse to a question from 
the AP. 

Among the criticisms of 
originalism is that the Con¬ 
stitution, as Breyer has said, 
uses broad language that 
the founders knew would 
have to be flexible to 
changes in society. □ 


Review: 

Chrissie Hynde takes jazz 
turn on ‘Valve Bone Woe’ 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Chrissie Hynde, “Valve 
Bone Woe” (BMG) 
Pretenders frontwoman 
Chrissie Hynde brings 
much of fhe same quali¬ 
fies to “Valve Bone Woe” 
— her latest collection of 
tunes, mostly orchestral 
jazz — to her rock perfor¬ 
mances: attitude, commit¬ 
ment and expressiveness. 
Working with producers 
Marius de Vries and Eldad 
Guetta, along with mostly 
UK-based jazz musicians 
like David Hartley, Ian 
Thomas and Andy Wood, 
Hynde opens with the song 
from fhis album that could 
most unobtrusively fit on 


one by the Pretenders: a 
verbose rush through the 
horn-heavy “How Glad I 
Am,” a 1964 hit for Nancy 
Wilson. 

A large string section often 
adds a dreamy dimension 
to compositions like John 
Coltrane’s “Naima," where 
the lack of lyrics doesn’t 
keep Hynde from making 
an impression, Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s “Hello 
Young Lovers” and Nick 
Drake’s delicate “River 
Man."That dreamiest of 
styles, bossa nova, gets a 
couple of nods, first with a 
real standard of the genre 
in “Once I Loved," but 
also with a hidden gem 
from The Kinks’ 1967 album 


“Something Else,” Ray Da¬ 
vies’ bossa nova-inspired 
“No Return.” 

Hynde sounds decidedly 
youthful on “Absent Mind¬ 
ed Me," while the Beach 
Boys' “Caroline, No” is one 
of several songs where 
synths and dub-like sound 
effects create a slightly 
disturbing mood. On a re¬ 
cord where the pace is 
decidedly leisurely nearly 
throughout, a little disquiet 
is welcome. 

While more than a hand¬ 
ful a rock ‘n’ rollers have 
tried their hand at similar 
albums (and some can't 
keep from continuing to 
try), “Valve Bone Woe” 
also has Hynde's smarts 



STEREO 
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This cover image released by BMG shows “Valve Bone Woe, 
the latest release by Chrissie Hynde with The Valve Bone Woe 


Ensemble. 

and a sharp selection of 
songs going for it. 

Even if her fabulous vibra¬ 
to is mostly kept in check. 


Associated Press 

“Valve Bone Woe” is suc¬ 
cessful, ear-catching and 
ear-caressing. Woe is you 
if you miss it. □ 












MONDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 


M9IPE0PLE & ARTS 



Justices tuning in to cable television civil rights lawsuit 


By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Co¬ 
median and media mogul 
Byron Allen wants TV view¬ 
ers to watch the channels 
his company produces — 
from one that runs “Judge 
Judy”-like shows all day to 
those dedicated to com¬ 
edy, cars, food and pets. 
But while many distributors 
carry Allen’s channels, two 
cable giants have refused. 
Allen says the reason is that 


he’s black, and so he's 
sued for racial discrimina¬ 
tion. An appeals court has 
let his lawsuits go forward, 
but now the Supreme Court 
will weigh in and could de¬ 
liver a setback. 

The justices will hear argu¬ 
ments Nov. 13 in a $20 bil¬ 
lion lawsuit that Allen filed 
against Comcast, with the 
outcome also affecting a 
$10 billion case he has filed 
against Charter Communi¬ 
cations. 
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Comedian and media mogul Byron Allen poses for a picture Thursday, Sept. 5,2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


If Allen prevails, black- 
owned businesses will have 
an easier time winning suits 
that allege discrimination 
in contracting. If Comcast 
wins, the bar will be high 
to bring and succeed with 
similar suits. 

The question for the justices 
is whether Allen needs to 
show that race was just a 
factor in Comcast’s deci¬ 
sion not to offer him a con¬ 
tract or whether it was the 
sole factor. 

Allen said his case is about 
getting rid of institutional¬ 
ized racism. Pursuing that 
claim, he said, “is one of 
the greatest things I’ve 
ever done in my life” and 
“one of the things I’m most 
proud of.” 

But Comcast says its de¬ 
cision not to carry Allen's 
channels has nothing to do 
with race. Allen's content 
is “not particularly origi¬ 
nal” and “not particularly 
high quality,” said Com¬ 
cast lawyer Lynn Charytan, 
and Comcast simply made 
an editorial decision not to 
carry it. 

A trial court dismissed Al¬ 
len’s suit three times before 
an appeals court, accord¬ 
ing to Comcast, wrongly let 
it go forward . The Trump 
administration has sided 
with Comcast. 

Allen, 58, began his route 
to media mogul as a child 
when his family moved 
from Detroit to Los Ange¬ 
les. His mother got a job 
at NBC, which meant Al¬ 


len hung around the stu¬ 
dios. He would see Johnny 
Carson tape “The Tonight 
Show” and comedian Flip 
Wilson rehearse for his vari¬ 
ety show. 

As a teenager, Allen be¬ 
gan doing comedy himself, 
and he appeared on the 
“Tonight Show” for the first 
time when he was 18. That 
led to a job as a host for 
reality television forerunner 
“Real People” while he was 
a student at the University 
of Southern California. Ul¬ 
timately, Allen’s interests 
turned to the business of 
television, and in 1993 he 
founded his own media 
company. 

Today his Los Angeles- 
based Entertainment Stu¬ 
dios has 10 television net¬ 
works, including Cars.tv, 
Comedy.tv, Pets.tv, Reci- 
pe.tv and JusticeCentral. 
tv. Last year, he bought The 
Weather Channel . He also 
has a movie distribution 
company. 

But Comcast and Charter 
Communications, the na¬ 
tion’s two largest cable 
providers, have passed on 
carrying Allen's channels. 
Other distributors including 
Verizon FIOS do carry the 
channels. So do the now- 
merged AT&T and DirecTV 
after Allen sued them and 
they settled. 

Comcast has called Allen’s 
suit “a scam,” saying it and 
others that Allen filed were 
intended to generate me¬ 
dia attention and timed to 


exploit when the compa¬ 
nies were working on merg¬ 
ers. 

Comcast has noted that Al¬ 
len originally sued Comcast 
but also civil rights groups 
including the NAACP and 
National Urban league, 
saying they had conspired 
to discriminate against him. 
Comcast has called the al¬ 
legations preposterous. 

But Skip Miller, one of Allen's 
lawyers, said Allen's chan¬ 
nels are “perfectly good 
channels" and “popular 
programming in many ar¬ 
eas.” Miller said he cannot 
see any legitimate reason 
that Comcast and Charter 
would refuse to carry them. 
“There’s no reason, no rea¬ 
son in our opinion, other 
than he's black,” Miller 
said. 

Allen sued Comcast in 2015, 
pointing to Section 1981 of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1866 
. Enacted a year after the 
Civil War ended, the law 
bars racial discrimination, 
saying all people should 
have “the same right ... to 
make and enforce con¬ 
tracts ... as is enjoyed by 
white citizens.” 

Allen and his lawyers argue 
that to sue under the law 
and win, he only needs to 
show that his race played 
a factor in Comcast’s deci¬ 
sion not to offer him a con¬ 
tract. 

Comcast says Allen has to 
demonstrate that he didn’t 
get a contract solely be¬ 
cause of his race.Q 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


i 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at Be Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) S86-22J3 tnftnabugaloe.wm www.Bogaloe.com trip ~K? sor . 

‘It: Chapter Two’ scares up $91 million with debut 



This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Bill Skarsgard 
as Pennywise in New Line Cinema's horror thriller “It: Chapter 2.” 

Associated Press 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A ro¬ 
bust audience turned out 
to catch “It: Chapter Two” 
in movie theaters this week¬ 
end, but not quite as big as 
the first. 

Warner Bros, says Sunday 
that “It: Chapter Two," the 
only major new release, 
earned an estimated $91 
million from North American 
ticket sales in its first week¬ 
end from 4,570 screens. 
Trailing only its predecessor 
that debuted to a record 
$123.4 million in Septem¬ 
ber 2017, the launch of “It: 
Chapter Two” is the second 
highest opening for a horror 
film ever and the month of 
September, which before 
“It” was not a strong month 
for blockbusters. Both were 
directed by Argentine film¬ 
maker Andy Muschietti. 

Jeff Goldstein, who over¬ 
sees domestic distribution 
for Warner Bros., called 
the debut “sensational" 
and isn't concerned that 
“Chapter Two" didn’t hit 


the heights of the first. 

“How many movies open 
to $91 million? That was 
lightning in a bottle,” Gold¬ 
stein said. “You don't get 
lightning in a bottle twice. 
You get close though.” 
Based on Stephen King’s 


novel, “It: Chapter Two" 
brings the Losers Club back 
to Derry 27 years later to 
take on the demonic clown 
Pennywise, and stars James 
McAvoy, Jessica Chastain 
and Bill Hader as a few of 
the adult “losers.” The se¬ 


quel cost around $79.5 mil¬ 
lion to make. Reviews were 
a little more mixed than for 
the first — 86% versus 64% 
on Rotten Tomatoes — but 
audiences were consistent. 
Both films got a B+ Cine- 
maScore. 

“Andy Muschietti does an 
incredible job of scaring 
the stuffing out of audienc¬ 
es,” Goldstein said. “I think 
our team, starting with New 
Line in making this and our 
marketing team in bringing 
it to audiences around the 
globe, have hit the mark 
right on. They nailed it.” 
Comscore senior media 
analyst Paul Dergarabedi- 
an noted that, unlike most 
horror films which tend 
drop off significantly af¬ 
ter opening weekend, “It: 
Chapter Two,” like its pre¬ 
decessor and some of the 
recent high quality horror 
films could have “incredibly 
long playability.” 

“It: Chapter Two” is also a 
big win for Warner Bros., 
which had a few disap¬ 
pointments this summer 


with “The Kitchen” and 
“Shaft,” but also have a 
few films that could really 
take off, including “Joker,” 
out Oct. 4, and another 
King adaptation, “Doctor 
Sleep," out Nov. 8. 

The rest of the top 10 was 
populated by holdovers: 
“Angel Has Fallen" took 
a distant second with $6 
million and “Good Boys” 
placed third with $5.4 mil¬ 
lion. In limited release, the 
documentary “Linda Ron- 
stadt: The Sound of My 
Voice” performed well in 
its first weekend, grossing 
$115,500 from seven loca¬ 
tions. 

After a down summer for 
the industry as a whole and 
a year that is still running 6% 
down, “It: Chapter Two” is 
a promising start to the fall 
movie season, which runs 
from the day after Labor 
Day weekend through No¬ 
vember. 

“It's really important to 
have a movie to get the 
momentum going," Derga- 
rabedian said. □ 
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In the Amazon, indigenous debate how to save their lands 



By LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
TEKOHAW, Brazil (AP) — Un¬ 
der a thatch-roof shelter 
in the Amazon rainforest, 
warriors wielding bows and 
arrows, elderly chieftains 
in face paint and nurs¬ 
ing mothers gathered to 
debate a plan that some 
hope will hold at bay the 
loggers and other invad¬ 
ers threatening the tribes of 
the Tembe. 

Some had travelled long 
distances on dirt roads 
that cut through the lush 
jungle, or in boats along 
a muddy brown tributary 
of the Amazon River, all 
part of a 1,080-square-mile 
(2,766-square-kilometer) 
Alto Rio Guama homeland 
that is officially protected 
but in practice under siege. 
Some of the men wore a 
type of red face paint that 
signified they were ready 
for war. Recent clashes 
saw the Tembe burning the 
trucks and equipment of il¬ 
legal loggers on their terri¬ 
tory, which is located in a 
Brazilian state plagued by 
thousands of fires burning 
on cleared jungle lands. 
Some saw hope in the sus¬ 
tainable development plan 
presented this week at the 
meeting in the village of 
Tekohaw. It would include 
drones and other technolo¬ 
gy to curb the encroachers 
while helping the Tembe 
profit by harvesting wood, 
bananas and acai berries 
in a limited way from a part 
of their jungle — hopefully 
no faster than the jungle re¬ 
plenishes itself. 

At one point, a group of 
women and children lined 
up to perform a call and 
response tribal dance that 
they said would help give 
participants strength and 
understanding. 

But many remained wary, 
some fearing the plan 
sounded too much like 
President Jair Bolsonaro's 
calls for opening indige¬ 
nous lands to development 
as a way to spur the na¬ 
tion's economy. 

“For us, the indigenous, this 
project is worrisome be¬ 
cause we fight in favor of 
the protection of the terri¬ 
tory,” said Valsanta Tembe, 
president of Tekohaw's 
women’s indigenous asso¬ 


ciation, who wore a mask 
made with red dye from 
urucum seeds. 

“How can we be in favor 
of a project that willingly or 
not will cause the cutting 
of our native trees?” she 
asked. “Our future is on the 
line.” 

Murilo Araujo, an environ¬ 
mental lawyer for Uniflo- 
resta, the Association for 
the Productive Chain of 
the Amazon Forest, said the 
mistrust is normal. 
“Throughout these 500 
years, they were always en¬ 
slaved, sidelined. Everyone 
who came here always 
took something from them 


and didn’t leave anything 
behind,” he said. 

“We're talking about per¬ 
manent forest manage¬ 
ment so they can sustain 
themselves long-term, fix 
their roads, buy medicines 
and invest on their young 
people,” he added. The 
products could be sold 
to companies around the 
world that sell sustainably 
produced goods. 

He said he hoped the proj¬ 
ect could help the Tembe 
avoid conflict. “Right now 
they're having to burn 
(logging) trucks, which is 
a natural defense mecha¬ 
nism for them,” Araujo said. 
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“But that could have dras¬ 
tic consequences. It could 
lead to deaths. But why are 
they doing that? Because 
the authorities are taking 
too long to arrive.” 

Brazil’s 900,000 indigenous 
people make up about 5% 
of the country’s popula¬ 
tion and their reservations 
account for about 14% of 
its territory. Bolsonaro has 
argued that such large re¬ 
serves have hindered Bra¬ 
zil’s economic interests. 
But the indigenous people 
of Latin America’s largest 
economy have everything 
at stake. 

“The Amazon is ending 


and that's why we're here 
— so that it doesn't end,” 
said Lorival Tembe, the el¬ 
dest chieftain, a founder of 
Tekohaw. 

“We can’t let it all end: the 
birds, all the other animals. 
We’re worried. We used to 
drink water from our river 
and now it’s getting pol¬ 
luted. A lot has changed. 
Bolsonaro wants to end 
with Indians. But we’re here 
to stand up to that.” 

“The world is watching 
what's happening in the 
Amazon,” said his son Ser¬ 
gio Muxi Tembe, the cur¬ 
rent village chief. 

“We know Bolsonaro 
doesn’t like Indians. He’s 
anti-Indian,” said the chief, 
who wore a headdress of 
macaw and other feathers, 
orange shorts and a tradi¬ 
tional bone bracelet on his 
wrist next to a Casio digital 
watch. “We have a differ¬ 
ent culture and that culture 
must be respected.” 

About 600 members of the 
tribe live in Tekohaw. It’s 
on the banks of the Gurupi 
River where many fish for 
piranhas and other fish that 
they later grill over wood 
fires. Deep in the jungle, 
armed with spears and ar¬ 
rows, they hunt for birds, 
pigs and other animals. 
From the trees they take 
traditional medicines, as 
well as products they sell, 
such as acai, an Amazo¬ 
nian berry that’s a vitamin 
and calorie-packed break¬ 
fast staple in Brazil. 

Classes had been can¬ 
celed that day and life in 
the village seemed to have 
been put on hold so the 
Tembe tribes could debate 
the pros and cons of the 
project for hours, switching 
between Portuguese and 
their native Tupi-Guarani 
tongue. 

At some point, the Uniflo- 
resta members presenting 
the plan stepped away 
to let the Tembe discuss 
among themselves, and 
handed out candy to a 
group of kids near the lo¬ 
cal school where walls are 
painted with drawings of 
handcrafts, caimans and 
other Amazonian animals. 
In the end, the group of 
representatives from nine 
tribes decided to wait for 
more details on the plan.Q 



In this Sept. 3,2019 photo, indigenous villagers listen to speakers during a meeting of Tembe tribes 
at the Tekohaw indigenous reserve, Para state, Brazil. 
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